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INTERNI Milano Capitale del Design 2021 - FuoriSalone (4 - 10 September 2021)
Salone del Mobile.Milano (5 - 10 September 2021) 

INTERNI FUORISALONE 2021
The new EXHIBITION EVENT 
INTERNI CREATIVE CONNECTIONS   
Saturday 4 - Sunday 19 SEPTEMBER 2021

Idea and coordination
INTERNI - the Magazine of Interiors and Contemporary Design

Press Conference:
Saturday 4 September h.2.30 p.m. c/o Aula Magna, Università degli Studi di Milano

Design culture have to put in motion a regeneration based on deep and responsible 
listening to the needs of the world, with greater sensitivity and “care” for things. 

The exhibition celebrates the 30th anniversary of the FuoriSalone, created in 1990 
by initiative of Interni and universally recognized as the event of reference for 
international design and architecture.

This edition of FuoriSalone has the aim of activating and multiplying connections 
and relationships: a virtuous system for the protagonists of creativity, designers, 
companies, distribution networks, which in this moment, in particular, have 
an essential need to connect people, ideas and projects from different places 
and cultures. 

THEMES: Care, Sustainability, Mobility

Care
Sustainability in design, in production processes, in the use of materials
and the circular economy applied to them 

Sustainability
Mindful and sustainable making is an indication of method, a creative and productive 
attitude that is necessary for those who design, who do business, who invent and 
experiment.

Mobility
With reference to peoples, thought, space, means of transportation and technologies. 
Seen in the real and metaphorical sense.

  Opening hours:

• Università degli Studi di Milano: 
   4 September: h. 10-24 • 5-13 September: h. 10-22 • 14 September: h. 16.30-22 
   15-18 September: h. 10-22 • 19 September: h. 10-18. 

• Orto Botanico di Brera: 
   4-11 September: h. 10-22 • 12 September: h. 10-18

• Audi City Lab: 
   5 September: h. 10-22 • 6 September: closed to the public • 7-27 September: h. 10-22
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MILANO AND THE FUORISALONE

It is far too facile to equate Design with Milan, a formula that is normally used to 
understand the phenomenon of the Design Week in Lombardy. To fully understand 
this extraordinary event, we must start from FuoriSalone, an event that began 
thanks to an initiative of Interni in 1990, when the September appointment 
with the Salone del Mobile was shifted to April. In terms of cultural interest and 
experimentation, it expanded well beyond the limitations of a fair and market, 
bringing design into the city in a festive, pervasive way. 
Obviously, when people talk about design in Italy, by one road or another you always 
end up in Milan, the true capital of this industry. This is why FuoriSalone was set 
up and has developed on fertile ground in Milan, in an almost unstoppable way, 
occupying entire zones, that for one week become exhibition districts of great 
appeal for the whole world of design and its denizens, as well as for an international 
audience of trendsetters, designers and industry experts 
The FuoriSalone has also had an impact on the shape of Milan, reinventing and 
updating several neighbourhoods in a permanent way. 
The Design Week, on an international level, represents a unique happening that, 
apart from specific interest in design issues, is perceived as a spectacular, popular 
crossover that cannot be missed. 
FuoriSalone moves and expands throughout the city, occupies every possible 
space, from showrooms to institutional spaces, museums to art galleries, without 
neglecting ‘unusual’ spaces such as workshops, warehouses, abandoned factories 
and involving monumental sites that, occupied by the temporary displays of the 
Design Week, show new facets. The city seems to expand, from the first to the second 
rings of the canals. The new heart of design beats in emerging districts, from Zona 
Tortona to the Innovation Design District, each with its own different characteristics. 
The new heart of design beats in emerging districts, from Zona Tortona to the 
Innovation Design District, each with its own different characteristics. 
The most profound content of the FuoriSalone is its proposal of a cultural, 
spectacular and market model – translated into performances, installations, 
exhibitions and experimental expressions – in an utterly spontaneous way, also 
becoming part of a process of indirect education on a didactic-design level. If we 
take stock of the latest FuoriSalone episodes, we can see this event in its historical 
context, as a joint effort in which INTERNI is one of the absolute protagonists. The 
FuoriSalone is complementary to the historic Salone del Mobile, and takes the whole 
city as a place for the spread of a culture that makes design a factor of reflection, 
growth and interaction. This model has been very much mimicked globally but is 
still unparalleled. The Interni Guide with more than 400 events mentioned, which 
celebrates this year its thirtieth anniversary, is a fundamental tool to fully enjoy it.
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INTERNI SYSTEM
SEPTEMBER 2021

INTERNI n° 714  
September 2021

INTERNIMAGAZINE.it
+ Digital KING SIZE

INTERNI CINA
from January 2015

INTERNI, an ever-growing publishing system

INTERNI, The Magazine of Interiors and Contemporary Design, has had the good 
fortune to share in the fantastic and adventurous story of Italian furniture 
and  decorating for over 60 years and has closely monitored the growth of design 
generated by the brilliant intuitions and works of courageous and outstanding 
figures of culture, architects, designers and entrepreneurs. INTERNI has grown 
with design as it spreads and influences our everyday lives.

Over the years, the magazine has taken an increasingly determined commitment 
to communicating design culture internationally, promoting original creative 
alliances between designers, companies, culture and design operators in the 
widest sense of the word and has grown, under the direction of Gilda Bojardi, 
into a system of parallel publications that have transformed the magazine from 
elite media to mass-media. INTERNI continues to be an attentive and updated 
observatory of the design industry, anticipating trends in the field of design and 
architecture. In the first half of the 1990s, the magazine became part of the largest 
Italian publishing group, Mondadori Editore. 

INTERNI’s activities also include the invention and coordination of events and 
exhibitions, organized with the idea of encouraging contact between those who 
design and those who produce. The themes of experiments and of ephemeral 
layouts, aimed at bringing the design culture to a wider audience, are founded on 
the events organized in the late 1990s on the occasion of FuoriSalone in Milan. 

The famous urban phenomenon that enlivens the city of Milan during the week of 
the Salone del Mobile was created through the initiative of INTERNI in 1990; the 
magazine now coordinates the communication of approximately five hundred events.

After the launch of the publications of INTERNI in China (2015), more international 
editions are now being planned. 

www.internimagazine.com
INTERNI Guide 
FuoriSalone 2021 
31a edition
Paper + DIgital
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AUDI

At Milano Design Week in September, Audi will again be on the front line as co-producer 
of the Interni Creative Connections exhibition. In Milan, in the city that represents 
creative energy and attentively observes the world, the brand of the four rings gives voice 
to its vision in its hub in Via Spiga 26, in the city's fashion district, at Audi City Lab, the 
brand's laboratory of ideas where the future takes shape. 50 years after the creation 
of its iconic claim Audi Vorsprung durch Technik – Progress through technology, the 
Ingolstadt-based company confirms its relevance as an expression of the Brand's constant 
propensity for excellence and innovation. A preeminence that, today, finds its maximum 
expression in the e-tron range and in the progressive decarbonization of the entire 
production chain. New technologies change people and the way they move: first of all, 
the transition towards electric mobility, autonomous driving – expected for the very near 
future – the radical digitalization of vehicles and, with it, the network connection between 
cars and the world around them. A prospect with a strong impact on design, capable of 
revolutionizing the style of Audi models. With the launch of Audi e-tron GT quattro, 
Audi RS e-tron GT, Audi Q4 e-tron and Audi Q4 Sportback e-tron, in 2021 the Brand is 
presenting more electric vehicles than traditional models. By 2025, the Brand will feature 
more than 20 full electric models and Audi aims in the long term at a carbon neutral balance 
of all the Brand's operations by 2050. Audi also continues to be a pioneer in lights: from 
carbide lamps from the early 19th century to the Matrix adaptive management of main 
beams, going through laser to LED Digital Matrix. The digitalization of the light clusters 
and the introduction of avant-garde technologies such as Matrix adaptive management 
of the main beams, the laser, the LED Digital Matrix and OLEDs enable the exploration of 
new horizons to the benefit of safety, design, communication and Car-to-X connectivity. 
LEDs and OLEDs are no longer just lights, they reveal customization opportunities so far 
unknown, ensuring a new driving experience and a new relationship with the outside world.
 
For Audi, avant-garde and progress are aimed at discovering solutions for the best 
interaction between humans and society, solutions that can create further concreteness 
and that generate new expressions of conscious mobility.
For Audi, future is an attitude.

The Audi group, with its Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini brands, is one of the most successful premium 
manufacturers in the automotive and motorcycle industries. It operates in more than 100 global markets 
and manages 19 manufacturing plants in 12 countries. 100% subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport 
GmbH (Neckarsulm, Germany), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese) and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna). In 2020, the Audi Group delivered approximately 1.693 million Audi brand 
cars, 7,430 Lamborghini brand sports cars and 48,042 Ducati brand motorcycles to customers.In fiscal 
2020, AUDI AG achieved revenues of approximately 50 billion euros and an operating result before 
extraordinary items of 2.7 billion euros. Currently, 87,000 people work for the company worldwide, 
including 60,000 in Germany. Thanks to new models, innovative mobility offers and multiple services, 
Audi is evolving into a provider of sustainable premium mobility. The evolution of the technological 
portfolio, new mobility solutions and the digital acceleration of processes have allowed the brand of the 
four rings to close 2020 in Italy with 49,833 vehicles registered, confirming for the twelfth consecutive 
year its leadership in premium mobility and achieving a market share of 3.61%.
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Above: The Audi A6 e-tron concept, an avant-garde electric prototype with Sportback 
bodywork, anticipates the stylistic features of the future high-end models of the four 
rings. Characterized by the new PPE electric platform, it combines technical versatility, 
reference roominess, quattro all-wheel drive and power of 476 CVED. 
Below: Developed by Audi Sport, the four-door Audi RS e-tron GT coupe is the pinnacle 
of the sustainable evolution of the sportiness of the four rings.
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ENI

Eni is an integrated energy company and employs more than 30,000 people in 71 countries 
around the world. Its operations range from the development of new energy solutions to 
the more traditional exploration and production of oil and natural gas, and the refining 
and marketing of oil-based products and biofuels. It is also involved in generating and 
marketing electrical power, producing renewable energy, developing chemical products 
and organic products as well as environmental operations. Eni aims at contributing to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations' Agenda 2030, 
supporting a fair energy transition that meets the challenge of climate change through 
concrete and economically sustainable solutions by promoting efficient and sustainable 
access to energy resources for everybody. Eni's decarbonization strategy aims at achieving 
net zero emissions by 2050. With the goal of becoming a leader in the production and 
marketing of decarbonized products, Eni will supply green products from renewable 
sources, blue products from decarbonized gases and organic products from its biorefineries 
or from other transformation cycles that convert organic waste and biomass. The company 
has adopted a new business model with sustainability at the core of each operation, and a 
new mission inspired by the SDGs. In 2021, it launched a new strategy which, by leveraging 
on the merger of renewables and retail businesses and the combination of bio-refining 
and marketing, will result in Eni supplying a variety of entirely decarbonized products 
by 2050, combining environmental and financial sustainability. As part of its long-term 
carbon-neutral strategy, to offset its residual emissions that are difficult to reduce with 
current technologies, Eni has provided for the possibility of using carbon credits generated 
by forestry projects which have joined the REDD+ scheme (Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and forest Degradation) presented by the United Nations which, in addition 
to climate and environmental benefits such as a reduction in deforestation, an increase 
in forest carbon stocks and the conservation and restoring of biodiversity, can guarantee 
benefits in terms of the social and economic development of local populations.
 
Eni will once again be participating at FuoriSalone Milano this year, with the Natural 
Capital installation at the Orto Botanico di Brera (Brera Botanical Garden) to talk of forest 
conservation, one of the pillars of its decarbonization strategy. The installation, designed 
by Studio Carlo Ratti Associati, intends to increase visitors' awareness about the role 
of forests in fighting climate change: Natural Capital shows the CO2 captured and 
accumulated by the different species present in the Brera Botanical Garden and the risks 
resulting from deforestation, one of the prime causes of increasing CO2 in the atmosphere. 
Visitors can observe the installation from various perspectives, thus discovering a different 
point of view on the fight against climate change thanks to design, a universal language that 
can stimulate a collective reflection on the theme of decarbonization. The theme of forest 
preservation fits perfectly within the framework of the exhibition “Creative Connections”, 
a concept that celebrates the 30th anniversary of Fuorisalone and which speaks, through 
design, of the connections between human beings and nature, using the various forms 
of creativity to find effective solutions to ever new needs, such as global warming. Eni's 
current commitment to forest protection and conservation is mainly focused on 
developing countries, whose weight In the context of climate change mitigation strategies is 
scientifically seen as one of the most important. 
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Above: Natural Capital is a large data visualization that aims to raise awareness 
of the role of forests in tackling climate change.
Designed by CRA-Carlo Ratti Associati for Eni, with the contribution of Italo Rota 
in the role of Creative Lead and thanks to the results of scientific research by Alessio 
Fini of the Department of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences of the University 
of Milan for the estimation of services ecosystems, the installation shows the amount 
of CO2 captured and stored by different tree species and the risks deriving from 
deforestation.
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INSTALLATIONS  

UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DI MILANO

CORTILE DELLA FARMACIA

Il Mondo di Ernesto
project MC A - MARIO CUCINELLA ARCHITECTS
produced by ARTEMIDE 

CORTILE DEL 700

Falso Autentico
project MARCO NEREO ROTELLI
produced by GLO

CORTILE DEI BAGNI 

Bamboo 竹 Ring :|| Weaving a Symphony of Lightness and Form
project KENGO KUMA 
produced by OPPO in partnership with LONDON DESIGN FESTIVAL

HALL AULA MAGNA

exhibition L'archivio si racconta — I libri della Fondazione Renzo Piano
editors of the books FONDAZIONE RENZO PIANO with LIA PIANO
curator of the exhibition and exhibition design ANNA MERCI ARCHITECTURE 
produced by PURICELLI

CORTILE D'ONORE

Condivisione-Connessione-Convivialità 
project AMDL CIRCLE and MICHELE DE LUCCHI
produced by WHIRLPOOL

Expo Doors
project ITALO ROTA with FRANCESCA GRASSI
produced by SAL CORD and ONEEIGHTONE

Freedom
project MAD ARCHITECTS
produced by EUROSTANDS and LEDVANCE

UNcracked
project STROOP DESIGN with JEFFREY BEERS INTERNATIONAL
produced by COREPLA and GUZZINI

Vertical Chalets
project PETER PICHLER ARCHITECTURE
produced by STAININGER GROUP / SIX SENSES KITZBÜHEL ALPS
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Pura
project ALESSANDRO ZAMBELLI
produced by GUGLIELMI

Survival
project STEFANO GIOVANNONI
produced by QEEBOO

teaser to Enlightening the future
project MARCEL WANDERS studio
produced by AUDI

teaser to Natural Capital
project CARLO RATTI ASSOCIATI
creative lead ITALO ROTA
scientific research ALESSIO FINI
produced by ENI

SOTTOPORTICO CORTILE D'ONORE

High Intensity Design Training – Fare allenamento con il proprio passato
project NABA - CLAUDIO LARCHER E SARA RICCIARDi
produced by NABA, Nuova Accademia Di Belle Arti

Transsensorial Gateway
project NOA* NETWORK OF ARCHITECTURE
produced by EWO 

LAD Project 
project EMILIO RANDAZZO
for LAD ONLUS

Il Design. Un viaggio tra Italia e Spagna - 2nd edition
contest curated by AMBASCIATA D'ITALIA A MADRID E INTERNI MAGAZINE
with the collaboration of COAM, DI_MAD, ADI-FAD
exhibition design DAVIDE VALOPPI - Noarc Studio

LOGGIATO OVEST

exhibition Saeturn. Omaggio a Nanda Vigo
projects NANDA VIGO e CTRLZAK
produced by JCP UNIVERSE

exhibition Mobili per Uomo. Omaggio a Alessandro Mendini
project ALESSANDRO MENDINI
produced by FONDAZIONE BISAZZA

Plan Bee
project FABIO NOVEMBRE Studio
produced by PERDORMIRE
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LOGGIATO EST

Design is the World of Fantasy
project CASTAGNARAVELLI
produced by ASSOCIAZIONE per il POLICLINICO ONLUS
in collaboration with IMPURO - Officina del design 

PORTICO RICHINI E PORTICO SAN NAZARO

exhibition Brasil – Design in Motion
curator JOSÉ ROBERTO MOREIRA DO VALLE
produced by APEX-BRASIL in collaboration with ABIMÓVEL

PORTALE NORD - CORTILE D'ONORE

Augmented Architecture
project CINO ZUCCHI ARCHITETTI with CHIARA ZUCCHI
produced by MAPEI

OUTDOOR LOUNGES

Righe e fiamme da outdoor
produced by MISSONIHOME

Outdoor lounges
project RAFFAELLO GALIOTTO
produced by NARDI

PRESS ROOM

Creative Connections Press Office
project MAC STOPA and MASSIVE DESIGN
produced by TMK PROJEKT, WOLF GROUP, FORBO, HUSHOFFICE, MURASPECE

ORTO BOTANICO DI BERA 

Natural Capital
project CARLO RATTI ASSOCIATI
creative lead ITALO ROTA
scientific research ALESSIO FINI
produced by ENI

AUDI CITY LAB  - VIA DELLA SPIGA 26

Enlightening the future
project MARCEL WANDERS studio
produced by AUDI
lounge POLIFORM

Project PETER PICHLER ARCHITECTURE
Produced by
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UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DI MILANO

Founded in 1924, the Università degli Studi of Milan is one of the largest universities in 
Italy, and one of its most recent, although it is based on a merger of institutions with over 
two centuries of history. It is the University in northern Italy with the widest range of 
scientific-disciplinary sectors: 141 first and second level programs, 33 doctoral courses 
and 65 schools of specialization. There are more than 63,000 registered students. It is one 
of the leading Italian universities for scientific productivity according to the most prestigious 
international rankings, and the only Italian university to be part of LERU (League of 
European Research Universities). It belongs to the 4EU+ Alliance, a consortium with the 
universities of Paris Sorbonne, Heidelberg, Warsaw, Prague and Copenhagen, aimed 
at setting up a European model for education, research and governance.

The venerable Ospedale dei Poveri (Paupers’ Hospital), known as Ca’ Granda, now the central 
part of the State University, is one of Milan’s most historically and artistically significant 
architectural complexes. Commissioned by Francesco Sforza as a health care facility for the 
poor, its construction began in the mid-1400s, based on a design by the Tuscan Architect 
Antonio Averlino, known as Filarete (1400-1469). The project, which Filarete describes in 
his Treatise on Architecture, called for the construction of two quads separated by a large 
central courtyard, bordered by two-story porticoes on four sides. Two-story porticoes were 
also built in the four smaller courtyards into which each quad was subdivided. The project of 
the complex (covering 43,000 m2) was done in phases, relying on bequests and donations, 
but above all on the popular contribution of a special Jubilee known as the “Festa del 
Perdono” (Feast of the Pardon), celebrated on 25 March of each odd-numbered year. 
The first phase of the construction started in 1456, supervised by Filarete (the ground floor) 
until his death in 1469, continued under the supervision of the Milanese architect Guiniforte 
Solari (second floor) and then with Giovanni Antonio Amadeo. The second phase of the 
work began in 1624. The construction of the central courtyard based on Filarete’s design was 
completed by Giovanni Battista Pessina, immediately joined by Francesco Maria Richini, 
Fabio Mangone and Giovanni Battista Crespi. The Baroque façade and the church of the 
Annunciata were then built. Richini repeated, on the façade along Via Festa del Perdono, the 
double lancet windows, placing stone decorations made by Giovanni Antonio Amadeo in the 
interiors, belonging to the wing of the portico demolished to create the new large courtyard. 
The third phase, covering the period from 1797 to 1804, included the construction of the 
three courtyards inside the second quad and the completion of the vast façade towards 
the left. In 1939, the health care functions were shifted to the Policlinico and the Niguarda 
Hospital, and the Ca’ Granda became the location of the Rectorate of the Università degli 
Studi. The left wing (built in the late 1700s) has a neoclassical design. The façade (283 
meters) is divided into three volumes that lead to the two lateral quads and the court of 
honour placed in between. The central courtyard is crowned by a quadriporticus topped by a 
loggia. In the right wing, the four small courtyards of the construction of Filarete have been 
restored for some time. The first, completed by Solari in 1467 and originally known as “della 
spezieria”, is a quadriporticus topped by a loggia supported by elegant marble columns. Next 
comes a second courtyard, known as “dei Bagni delle donne” (1473), and a third small court 
known as “della Giazzeria” (Icehouse) (1468). The last of the four small courtyards is called 
“della Legnaia”. The present condition is the result of the extensive restoration work that 
began in 1953, based on a project by the architects Piero Portaluppi and Liliana Grassi.
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Università degli Studi di Milano Entrance - Via Festa del Perdono, 7

Portico to the Cortile d’Onore - Scalone d’onore Loggiato Ovest 
Sez. Loggiato Ovest

1st floor - Loggiato Ovest 
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Cortile della Farmacia

Il Mondo di Ernesto
(9,72 x 9 x h 4,90 m)

project 
MC A - MARIO 
CUCINELLA 
ARCHITECTS

produced by 
ARTEMIDE

In an immersive and connective space, whose aim is to put the general public in touch 
with architecture and the narration, the installation designed by Mario Cucinella intends 
to accompany visitors inside a visual narration of the story of the famous Milan-based 
company, by means of a tribute to the world of Ernesto Gismondi, founder of the Artemide 
Group, who passed away in 2020. Values, design culture, research, know-how, iconic 
products, innovative projects, meetings and long-lasting partnerships: a network of creative 
connections through which Artemide has interpreted lighting for more than 60 years. While 
collective memory is in history books, personal memory lies in thoughts, where experiences 
mix with the senses and turn into memories. Everybody has memories, but being able to tell 
about their true essence makes them less fragile. 100 rectangular cards (size 150x90cm) made 
of recyclable material give life to a modular installation where the pieces, which represent 
memories, intersect with each other to form a large installation that grows upwards to design 
a tower. A red light, recalling the mark and heart of Ernesto Gismondi, envelops the onlooker 
who can submerge into the work and discover Artemide's design philosophy. The installation 
is a sustainable project and, conceived to be mobile and reconfigurable, will continue to tell 
Artemide's history in other places and moments.

INSTALLATION  
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MC A - MARIO CUCINELLA ARCHITECTS

Mario Cucinella, architect and designer who has won many international 
awards, is the founder of international studio MC A - Mario Cucinella Architects, 
established in Paris in 1992, whose main offices are now in Bologna and Milan.
MC A currently has an international team consisting of over a hundred contributors, 
with solid experience in architectural design which integrates environmental and 
energy strategies and carries out research on the themes of sustainability according to 
a holistic approach. 
In 2015, Cucinella established the training center SOS - School of Sustainability, an 
integrated experience of education, practice and research aimed at establishing a 
culture of sustainability. The impact and meaning of his - environmental and social - 
work as an architect and educator have been recognized around the world and more 
recently (2017) with the Honorary Fellowship Award by the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) and by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) that awarded 
him the prestigious International Fellowship (2016). 
In 2018 he Curated the Italian Pavilion at the 16th International Exhibition of 
Architecture of Venice with Arcipelago Italia, a project-exhibition dedicated to the 
inland areas of Italy. In 2017, he began working as a designer in partnership with top 
Italian companies and in 2019, for Milano Design Week in the Brera Design District, he 
presented his Building Objects design collection, inspired by his architectural projects.

ARTEMIDE 
Artemide, a historic leading company in the lighting industry, has always meant 
Innovation and "Made in Italy", with products which are internationally considered 
as contemporary design icons. Established in 1960 by Ernesto Gismondi, Artemide 
is based in Pregnana Milanese. Its products are distributed in almost 100 different 
countries. With 5 production sites in Italy, France, Hungary and Canada, a glassworks 
and an innovative Research and Development facility, supported by prototyping and 
testing laboratories, the Artemide Group currently employs more than 650 people, 
around 60 of whom in R&D operations, confirming the fundamental role of innovation 
as key to its success.
Artemide collections represent a unique combination of values: the approach to 
human and responsible light is combined with know-how in design and materials, 
where the latest generation technology meets ancient knowledge, a perfect 
expression of sustainable design. Artemide has always worked with the best Italian 
and international architects and designers, such as BIG, Elemental by Alejandro 
Aravena, Mario Cucinella, Foster + Partners, Herzog & de Meuron, and Neri&Hu.
Innovative vision, research and dialogue with major architects are at the basis of 
sustainable projects capable of lighting the future with the same strength over time.

ph. Giovanni Gastel
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Cortile del Settecento

Falso Autentico
(ø 5 x h 7 m)

project 
MARCO NEREO ROTELLI

produced by  
GLO

“Falso Autentico is the house of the language we have lost and which surfaces again, 
transformed. It is about entering an architecture made of unfired earth using an ancient 
African technique, the exit into the future, since inside is outside: a digital and immersive 
space, the idea of a place as logos. It is like entering the myth and exiting into the digital 
infinite. What can be donated by a place where the skin talks about ancient earth and 
the inside of globalization?”. This is how the architect-artist Marco Nereo Rotelli presents 
his work of art, made with glo. The building, designed together with the architect Mauro 
Bertagnin, while revealing a sustainable approach to construction and inhabiting, emanates 
the archetypal suggestion of vernacular beehive architectures. The type, size and envelope, 
as well as the envelope in unfired earth bearing the artist's writings, are a reminder of the 
Authentic. The structure is coffered in light wood, partly empty to establish the ventilation 
chamber, and partly filled with a layer of earth mixed with natural recycled fibers to anchor 
the external cover to the ground. Air and light enter through openings at the top. The inner 
walls are backgrounds for the projection of images coming from devices built into a square 
central tower. Tribal-electronic music (prepared by Paolo Dell’Aversana and Alessio Bertallot) 
completes the fascination of this visit.

INSTALLATION
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MARCO NEREO ROTELLI

Marco Nereo Rotelli was born in Venice in 1955, where he graduated in architecture 
in 1982. For years he has been researching light and the poetic dimension that 
the art historian Harald Szeemann defined as “an extension of the artistic context”. 
Over the years, Rotelli has created an inter-relation between art and the different 
fields of knowledge. Hence the involvement in his research work of philosophers, 
musicians, photographers and directors. But his main relationship is with poetry 
which, over time, has become a constant point of reference for his work. In 2000 he 
set up the Art Project group, now led by Elena Lombardi and consisting of young 
artists and architects, with whom he has produced various urban installation projects 
and interventions. His commitment has led to his participation in nine of the Venice 
Biennale, and in numerous personal and collective exhibitions. He was invited by 
the Northwestern University (Chicago) to be artist-in-residence (Winter 2013). His 
works can be found in museums and significant private collections around the world. 
Some of the most famous art critics, poets, writers, philosophers and personalities of 
international culture have written about him, resulting in a large literature collection 
about his work.

Scientific consulting services on earth architecture:
Prof. arch. Mauro Bertagnin, Laboratorio LATERIS Laboratory Polytechnic Department 
of Engineering and Architecture, University of Udine

Design and work supervision: Architects Samuela Giustozzi, Pavel Moretto 

glo 
glo is the brand of the British American Tobacco Group (BAT) for tobacco heating 
products. The group was established in 1902, with main office in London, and includes 
BAT Italia. This company is a global leader in consumer goods with a multi-category 
product portfolio, and is committed to making a better future, “A Better  Tomorrow”, 
by reducing its environmental impact. It offers its consumers, adult smokers, the 
widest portfolio of alternative, potentially reduced-risk, nicotine products. The 
strategic portfolio of the company includes several global cigarette brands, completed 
by a wide and growing range of non-combustible products, the so called potentially 
reduced-risk New Categories. Among them, glo is the company brand for tobacco 
heating products, glo hyper+ is the latest generation device which, thanks to exclusive 
Induction Heating Technology™, rapidly heats tobacco without burning it. “Don't do 
without anything” is the glo brand philosophy, the possibility of enabling seemingly 
opposite routes coexist, with no compromises.
BAT's ambition is to have 50 million consumers of its non-combustible products on a 
global scale by 2030. BAT currently employs over 55,000 people, operates in more than 
180 markets and has plants in 43 countries around the world.

ph. Massimo Dall'Argine
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“Connecting natural and technological materials, technology of sound and a physical 
structure, giving back the historic value of its location in the Bagni Courtyard by 
Filarete, offering a futuristic experience”. This is how Kengo Kuma explains the 
meaning of his installation. In 2019 at the London Design Festival, the Japanese 
architect had already presented a large outdoor installation at the V&A Museum, 
which showed how bamboo rings and carbon fiber could be intertwined to create 
structures that are robust yet light, flexible and self-standing. Now Kuma has 
developed this concept and has brought it to a new level of engagement, to create an 
architectural landscape with sound on floor platforms manufactured by Mondo. The 
soundtrack has been developed by the violinist Midori Komachi who, inspired by the 
universal theme of the four seasons and nature, has used OPPO digital technologies 
(in particular, the OPPO Relax® app) integrated with the sound of her violin (made 
in Milan in 1920 and modified by inserting carbon fiber elements) to reproduce the 
merger between nature and history of this place.

INSTALLATION 
Cortile dei Bagni

Bamboo 竹 Ring :||
Weaving a Symphony 
of Lightness and Form
(29 x 29 x h 3 m)

project 
KENGO KUMA 

produced by  
OPPO
in partnership with
London Design Festival

sound design
Musicity/Midori 
Komachi

with
Komatsu Matere, 
Jayhawk Fine Art
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KENGO KUMA

Kengo Kuma (1954) decided to devote himself to architecture at a young age, 
after seeing the National Gymnasium designed by Kenzo Tange for the 1964 Tokyo 
Olympics in Yoyogi. He studied architecture at the Tokyo University (earning a 
Masters in 1979) and established Kengo Kuma & Associates in 1990. In his position 
as professor at the Graduate School of Architecture of the University of Tokyo, 
he set up the Kuma Lab to research new materials and carry out a program in 
advanced digital design and manufacturing. His award-winning studio aims at 
an architecture which naturally merges with the surrounding environment, 
suggesting a gentle vision of design on a human scale. His office is constantly 
searching for new materials to replace cement and steel and researches a new 
approach in a post-industrial society.

Design team:
Kengo Kuma and Kengo Kuma Laboratory, The University of Tokyo
(Project leader: Toshiki Hirano).

Structural design: Ejiri Structural Engineers.
OPPO Industrial Design Center, OPPO Lab.
London Design Festival
Musicity and Midori Komachi
Sound System Engineering: Eleonora Oreggia 

OPPO 
OPPO is a global brand leader of smart devices. Since the launch of its first 
smartphone - Smiley Face - in 2008, OPPO has been aiming for the perfect synergy 
between aesthetics and technological innovation. Now the brand offers a wide range 
of smart devices, led by the Find and Reno series. It also provides its users with the 
ColorOS operating system and Internet services such as OPPO Cloud and OPPO+. 
It operates in more than 40 countries, with six Research Institutes and four R&D 
Centers around the world; its International Design Center is located in London. 
OPPO has more than 40,000 employees. 

LONDON DESIGN FESTIVAL
Established in 2003 by Sir John Sorrell and Ben Evans, the London Design Festival 
celebrates and promotes London as the world capital of design. Over the years, 
it has become a key event in the London autumn creative season, together with 
Fashion Week, Frieze Art Fair and the London Film Festival, capturing the attention 
of academics, professionals, retailers and educators for a city-wide exchange and 
dialogue. The next London Design Festival will be held on 18 - 26 September 2021.

Ph. J. C. Carbonne
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The exhibition L’archivio si racconta. I libri della Fondazione Renzo Piano (The 
Archive tells its history. The books of the Renzo Piano Foundation)  displays the eleven 
books published by the Renzo Piano Foundation in the lobby of the Main Hall. Each 
book focuses on a single project of this major Italian architect and they have been 
edited by Lia Piano who is the creator, editor and director of the publishing programs of 
the Foundation. Since 2007, the Renzo Piano Foundation, established in 2004, has started 
publishing a collection of monographs dedicated to the projects by Renzo Piano and the 
Renzo Piano Building Workshop. These monographs have been published concurrently 
with the work of reorganizing documents, which highlights the largely unpublished 
drawings and sketches and which represents one of the most important activities of the 
Foundation. Just like folding the corner of a significant page in your favorite book, the 
Folded line exhibition structure that hosts the exhibition – project by Anna Merci, 
execution by Puricelli – extends in the elongated space of the lobby following a timeline 
that goes through the work by Renzo Piano, from the Centre Pompidou to the Genoa 
bridge. It is not the exhibition of a product, but the story of the complex process that is 
needed to get to complete a work, from its concept to its execution up to the finest details.

EXHIBITION
Hall Aula Magna

L'archivio si racconta - 
I libri della Fondazione 
Renzo Piano
(22 x 0,3 x h 0,85 m)

editors of the books
FONDAZIONE RENZO 
PIANO with LIA PIANO

curator of the exhibition 
and exhibition design
Anna Merci Architecture 

produced by 
Puricelli

credit: Anna Merci, Folded line
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FONDAZIONE RENZO PIANO AND LIA PIANO

The Renzo Piano Foundation, established in 2004 in Genoa, is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting the profession of architect by means of training and 
conservation programs and outreach activities. The main office of the Foundation, “Villa 
Nave”, is located in Genova Vesima and was opened in June 2008. It spaces are intended to 
host the archive and some of the activities of the Foundation.

Among its activities there are the following:
Conservation
Work for reorganizing, cataloguing and restoring the archive documents that have 
accrued in over fifty years of professional activity of Renzo Piano and the Renzo Piano 
Building Workshop.

Formazione
The promotion of a series of six-months internships at the RPBW offices in Genoa and Paris 
funded by a grant made available by the Foundation. The objective of these internships 
is to provide future architects with the opportunity to bridge the gap between academic 
knowledge and the practical experience as an architect.

Publishing activities
The Foundation began its publishing activities in 2007 with the publication of the first 
volume of a monographic series on the iconic projects of Renzo Piano and the Renzo 
Piano Building Workshop. The books, edited by Lia Piano, have been produced and 
published by the Foundation. The idea came when reorganizing the archives, which 
brought to light plenty of largely unpublished material.
The story of Renzo Piano and the testimonies, specifically collected for these books, have 
been faithfully recorded and copied; this way, the project is described by the real voice of 
its creators. These books become travel notebooks that accompany the reader through each 
stage of the extraordinary adventure that is the job of designing and constructing buildings.

ph. Stefano Goldberg

LIA PIANO
A graduate in humanities, Lia Piano, a writer, has been dealing with the Renzo 
Piano Foundation as Director of Editorial Programs since 2004. She edits the collection 
of the monographs on the iconic projects created by Renzo Piano and the Renzo Piano 
Building Workshop. The twelfth monograph will be published shortly.
She currently lives and works between Paris and Genoa, but she often travels around 
the world. While awaiting the day she settles in one place, she has written her first book, 
Planimetria di una famiglia felice (Milan, Bompiani, 2019), a book that has been recently 
translated into Spanish by publisher Seix Barral.
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ANNA MERCI ARCHITECTURE

Founder of the Anna Merci Architecture studio, Anna Merci graduated with honors 
in Architecture from the IUAV in Venice. She also holds a master's degree in Strategies 
and Tools for a Sustainable Architecture; in 2013, she won the New Italian Blood 
Award, which selects the best ten young Italian architects and in 2016 she became a 
member of Renzo Piano G124, the working group of the Senator on Italian suburbs. 
Her projects deal with the various scales of design, from temporary installations 
to urban regeneration, with the idea that architecture is a crucial tool to deal with 
social, political and environmental developments. She has won many international 
competitions, receiving awards and honors, and has participated in many exhibitions. 
She also works as a curator and editor, and deals with texts, conferences, and teaching, 
integrating educational groups at various Italian and foreign universities. In 2021, she 
was selected among the best young European architects by the international jury of 
the YEA! Young European Architects award.

Graphics: Anna Merci 
Folded Line setup: Anna Merci with Puricelli 

PURICELLI 
For over 70 years the Puricelli Group has been a reference brand on international 
markets in the field of decorative surfaces and indoor and outdoor coatings. Now, 
in its third generation under the direction of Luigi Mario Puricelli, the Group is still 
true to the values promoted by its founder and gives continuity to the vision of Luigi 
Puricelli, an entrepreneur who has always anticipated the importance of innovation 
aiming at sustainability. Far-sighted actions, such as the elimination - 15 years ago - of 
the use of phenol and the relentless effort to create materials with zero emissions 
of harmful substances are proof of commitment to environmental protection. Today 
the Puricelli Group has 5 production sites and is active in the production for technical 
sectors such as the naval, medical and hotel industries. It is successful in the 
furnishing and contract sector thanks to a product with a strong design content which 
is highly performing in terms of resistance, versatility as well as antibacterial and non-
toxic properties.
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Cortile d’Onore

Condivisione-
Connessione-
Convivialità 
(2,7 x 2,7 x h 8,40 m)

project 
AMDL CIRCLE and 
MICHELE DE LUCCHI

produced by
WHIRLPOOL

with 
Alucobond

lights
Artemide

Condivisione-Connessione-Convivialità (Sharing-Connection-Conviviality) is the title of 
the tower-like micro-architecture that anticipates Whirlpool's large installation for 
FuoriSalone in April 2022 and consists of a symbol that looks to the future, leading us to 
question the meaning of human existence in tomorrow's world. For this reason, Michele 
De Lucchi with AMDL CIRCLE chose to create “a metaphorical tower that forces us to 
look upwards while making us think about who we are and will be. The dream is to find 
harmony to feel good about yourself and with others, preserving the physical environment 
where we all live”. This small building, designed to be easily disassembled and transported, 
is 8.40 meters high and has an irregular polygonal shape. The upper outer covering, made of 
translucent Alucobond® panels, with a matt aluminum finish, merges with the environment 
by reflecting the Richini portico and the captivating changing of the light. The lower part 
features a continuous curtain of suspended polyester ropes that sway with the wind and 
enliven the structure when people pass by, acting as an interactive access. Inside, the 
observer is enveloped in an audio-visual experience that explores concepts such as well-
being, balance, harmony, energy, sustainability, for an open-eyes meditation that stimulates 
the mind to imagine a possible and happy future made of “Sharing-Connection-Conviviality”.

NSTALLATION  
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Ph. AMDL CIRCLE - Pasquale Abbattista

AMDL CIRCLE and MICHELE DE LUCCHI

AMDL CIRCLE, established by Michele De Lucchi, is a multi-disciplinary design studio 
known for its humanistic approach to architecture, design and graphics. Since 2018, 
AMDL CIRCLE's research has been focusing on Earth Stations, new types of buildings to 
foster human relations.

Michele De Lucchi - AMDL CIRCLE, Founder  
Architect, he was among the members of Alchimia and Memphis. He has designed 
furniture for some of the most famous Italian and European companies. He was Olivetti 
Design Manager from 1988 to 2002. He has produced architecture projects in Italy 

and globally, among which cultural, management, industrial, residential buildings, working 
environments and corporate identity projects. He has developed major hotel projects around the 
world and in Italy and he has designed buildings and exhibition systems for museums (Triennale 
di Milano, Palazzo delle Esposizioni, Rome, Neues Museum, Berlin, Gallerie d’Italia, Milan). In 
2000, he received the honor of Officer of the Italian Republic from President Ciampi. In 2001, 
he was appointed Ordinary Professor at IUAV, Venice. In 2006, he received an Honorary Degree 
from Kingston University. Since 2008, he has been Ordinary Professor at the Design Faculty of 
Politecnico di Milano and Academic at the Accademia Nazionale di San Luca, Rome. 

Angelo Micheli - AMDL CIRCLE Studio Director 
He graduated in Architecture in 1986, when he established the Solid collective. From 1987 to 
1988 he worked with Memphis. A partner of Studio De Lucchi from 1988 to 1998, he became 
Director of Studio AMDL CIRCLE, leading this multidisciplinary group and coordinating its 
architectural projects. With AMDL he has designed for customers around the world; his main 
jobs include the hospitality sector in China, Georgia and Japan, exhibition and museum spaces. 

Davide Angeli - AMDL CIRCLE Deputy Studio Director 
Graduated from IED Milan, since 2004 he has been working with Michele De Lucchi, 
contributing to his research and sculptural projects. He is now Deputy Director of AMDL 
CIRCLE, for which he has curated interior design projects, installations, exhibitions spaces, 
graphics and brand identity. Winner of the Top Young Italian Industrial Designer Award 
promoted by the Italian Cultural Institute of New York, since 2008 he has been teaching 
furniture design at IED Milan. In 2019, he co-founded Irving Place, a design production that 
draws inspiration from the new millennium.

Credits: Studio Director: Angelo Micheli; Deputy Studio Director: Davide Angeli; 
Project Architect: Alberto Nason; Team di Progetto: Giorgia Calliari, Salmaan Sayed; 
Video: Mario Greco

WHIRLPOOL 
Globally, it is one of the top home appliances brands thanks to its advanced solutions 
characterized by avant-garde design, able to adapt to consumer needs. It is present in the four 
main categories (Cooking, Refrigeration, Dishwashers and Washing) with innovative and efficient 
products in terms of resources, distinguished by its Sixth Sense technology to reach the best 
possible results. Thanks to increasingly advanced technologies, Whirlpool continues to innovate 
and offer solutions that enable people to cultivate their well-being and give more significance to 
the most important moments of their everyday lives.

nella foto, da sinistra:
Davide Angeli, Michele De Lucchi, Angelo Micheli
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Cortile d’Onore

Expo Doors
(4,5 x h 7 m)

project
ITALO ROTA 
with FRANCESCA GRASSI

produced by
SAL CORD 
and ONEEIGHTYONE

Conceived by Italo Rota with Francesca Grassi, Expo Doors is a “fragment of an installation” 
that is reminiscent of the project of the Italian Pavilion in Expo 2020 Dubai (which Rota 
co-authored together with CRA–Carlo Ratti Associati, Matteo Gatto & Associati and F&M 
engineering) to figuratively express the system of connections of Italy with the world. 
Laid onto the colonnades of the Cortile d'Onore (Main Courtyard) near the entry of the 
lobby of the Main Hall, the installation represents the ideal entry into the universe of 
values and materials on which the construction of the Expo building was based, while at 
the same time symbolizing a physical access to a place of culture and a metaphorical 
access to the event in the Emirates. “We have brought an allegory of the Pavilion in Milan 
to invite and encourage people to go to Dubai and visit Expo”, Francesca Grassi explains, 
“but we also wanted to establish a live and physical connection that will enable visitors to 
the Milan exhibition to be present in spirit at the Universal Exhibition”. 7 meters tall, this 
work complies with the principles of circular economy and material recycling by which 
the Italian Pavilion in Dubai is inspired. It consists of the same 100% recycled plastic boat 
ropes (Sal Cord), with the integration of dynamic LED strips (OneEightyOne).

INSTALLAZIONE
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ITALO ROTA with FRANCESCA GRASSI

Architect in the late 1980s he moved to Paris where he oversaw restructuring the Museum 
of Modern Art at the Centre Pompidou with Gae Aulenti, the rooms of the French School 
at the Cour Carrée of Louvre and other projects. In the 1990s he returned to Milan and 
established Italo Rota Building Office where he produced projects and architectures for 
Italy and the world, becoming one of the points of reference of a new architecture. The firm 
has been focusing for over thirty years on a constant and advanced cross-disciplinary 
research, from contemporary art to robotics, for the definition of innovative projects where 
humanistic beauty and sustainability become integrated and disruptive elements. Among his 
most recent works: the Civic Museums in Reggio Emilia, the new Elatech robot factory in 
Brembilla, the great Children's Theatre in Maciachini Milan. To these are added the Museo 
del Novecento in Piazza Duomo, Milan, the headquarters of Columbia University in New 
York and the Indu Temple in Dolvy. India. The firm is currently creating the Italian Pavilion 
for EXPO 2020 Dubai, a project conceived together with CRA—Carlo Ratti Associati and 
with the contribution of Matteo Gatto & Associati and F&M Ingegneria. His exhibitions in 
major museums, publications and installations made are innumerable. Italo Rota has been 
awarded with various prizes, among which the Gold Medal for Italian Architecture for his 
public spaces, the Gold Medal for Italian Architecture for culture and free time, the New York 
Landmarks Conservancy Prize and the Grand Prix de l’Urbanisme, Paris. He is also Scientific 
Director of NABA, lecturer in Shanghai at Wusong International Art City Shanghai Academy of 
Fine Arts, Advisor at Tsinghua University of Beijing.

FRANCESCA GRASSI has been collaborating with Italo Rota since the mid-1990s. She deals 
with complex and interdisciplinary projects, exploring new forms of art that shee uses in her 
works and carrying out crossdisciplinary research in the innovative and visionary spirit of 
IRBO. She also designs installations and makes videos.

SAL CORD
Sal Cord Salernitana Cordami was established in 1996 by the children of the owner of another 
historic company in the industry: Slaicord srl. The objective was to give added value to the 
typical rope production by making unusual applications in this sector with customized 
solutions in the fields of furniture, objects and fashion. Alongside innovative products, 
Sal Cord retains the ability to provide also highest quality traditional items such as strand 
ropes in polyester and polypropylene in a wide range of colors and sizes, and braided cables 
in polyester, polypropylene and polyethylene, also in a wide range of colors and sizes. The 
main market is pleasure boats, a sector which is extremely sensitive to quality and the visual 
aspect. In the future, an expansion is planned into the sector of furniture items and lighting, in 
a limited series.

ONEEIGHTYONE
Founded by Stefan Verhoef, it is a manufacturer of bespoke dynamic lighting solutions.
Based in Amsterdam and offices in Dubai and Hong Kong, it has over 35 specialized 
employees who deal with the implementation of projects on various scales and for different 
fields, creating solutions that meet the needs and creative ideas of the client in technical 
and design solutions. easy installation (plug & play).

ph. Massimo Sestini 
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Cortile d’Onore

Freedom
(7,50 x 2,60 x h 6,20 m)

project 
MAD ARCHITECTS

produced by 
EUROSTANDS 
and LEDVANCE

Located inside the university’s Cortile d'Onore, Freedom, signed by MAD Architects 
with the support of the Chinese company’s European office headquartered in Rome, 
represents a seagull with its head turned skywards, poised to take flight and head for 
distant lands. The metaphor is crystal-clear and it is naturally connected to the post-
pandemic scenario that designs our contemporary world, for which it wishes to represent 
a tangible symbol of optimism, desire for rebirth and renewal, both social and private 
at the same time. The installation is made by using metal profiles and beams created 
for the occasion by Eurostands. Completely finished with LED strip lights, supplied by 
Ledvance, it is luminous and visible even in the absence of natural light. Deliberately 
“ingabbiato” (a play on the word “gabbia” meaning “caged” in Italian, and related to 
“gabbiano” for “seagull” here) between the arches surrounding the courtyard, midway 
between the outer and the inner space, this seagull – which can reach up to six meters 
in height – voices the uncertainty that humans experienced (and continue to experience) 
during the pandemic. Just like Jonathan Livingston seagull in the best-selling novella, 
this one is ready to run the risk of rising into flight to find its own freedom and self-
determination, continually renewing a challenge to itself and to the reality all around. 

INSTALLATION
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MAD ARCHITECTS  

Founded in 2004 by the Chinese architect Ma Yansong (Pechino, 1975), MAD
Architects is a global architecture firm engaged in the development of futuristic, 
organic, and technologically advanced projects. Through its philosophy, expressed 
in the book Shanshui City (Lars Müller Publishers, 2015), it seeks to strike a balance 
between humans, city, and environment. The firm currently has branches in Beijing,
Los Angeles, and Rome, and it is directed by Ma Yansong, Dang Qun, and Yosuke 
Hayano. MAD Architects has signed urban projects, ones for urban complexes, 
museums, theaters, social residences, regenerating old quarters, and monuments. 
In 2006 it won a competition for the Absolute Towers in Mississauga, Canada, 
a residential project featuring two high-rises 56 and 50 stories tall, respectively. 
In 2012 the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat awarded it the Best Tall 
Building Americas prize. In China, the company’s projects include the Pingtan Art 
Museum, Harbin Cultural Island in the capital of the northernmost province of 
China (Harbin, 2015), Ordos Museum (Ordos, Mongolia, 2011), and the China Wood 
Sculpture Museum (Harbin, 2013). For Via Boncompagni in the center of Rome it is 
planning a multifunctional courtyard building with apartments, offices, and a church. 

Directors of the project: Ma Yansong, Dang Qun, Yosuke Hayano 
Associate partner: Andrea D’Antrassi
Designers: Alessandro Fisalli, Elena Bellocchio, Francesco Nardacci, Chiara Ciccarelli 

EUROSTANDS 
For over seventy years this brand has been among the major companies in the 
world in the installation, planning, and production sector, but also in retail and 
general contracting. Eurostands, with over 40,000 square meters of productive 
structure, a consolidated workflow, constant investments in human resources, 
and state-of-the-art technology, is at the height of the sector, thanks to the general 
acknowledgment of the quality of its services. Present in Milan, Dubai, London, 
Shanghai, and Hong Kong, the group works successfully both in Italy and abroad, 
fulfilling the needs of its clients wherever they may be. Innovation, design, italianità 
(Italian style), and artisanry, joined with the ability to operate with the same 
standard wherever they may be in the world, are elements that have always made 
Eurostands a point of reference for the entire sector.

LEDVANCE
With locations in 50 countries (and active in over 140), Ledvance is among the 
major world suppliers of products for general lighting used by professionals and 
end consumers. The offshoot of a division of Osram GmbH, Ledvance offers a vast 
range of LED equipment for different areas of application, products of intelligent 
lighting, and Smart Home and Building solutions, in addition to one of the largest 
selections of LED lamps and traditional light sources.
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Cortile d’Onore

UNcracked
(6,5 x 3,5 x h 4 m)

project
STROOP DESIGN 
with JEFFREY BEERS 
INTERNATIONAL

produced by  
COREPLA, 
GUZZINI

with
Gruppo International 
Montaggi, Intro, 
Sunclear Italia 

lights
iGuzzini Illuminazione

green
Michieli Floricoltura

screens
Panasonic

Stroop Design, in partnership with Jeffrey Beers International, has created this installation 
to give a message of hope and show a way of living that gives us the opportunity of 
reconnecting with the Earth. By focusing on a situation of need and counting on human 
innovation, Stroop believes that it is still possible to change course and to repair the 
damage that humans have done to the environment. Made in partnership with Corepla 
– Consorzio Nazionale per la Raccolta, il Riciclo e il Recupero degli imballaggi in Plastica 
(National Consortium for the Collection, Recycling and Recovery of Plastic Packages) and 
Guzzini, the work – 6.5m long, 3.5m wide and 4m tall – invites participants to consider a 
topical theme in a personal and conscious way; its appearance is that of a parallelepiped 
made entirely of 100% recyclable polycarbonate, inside which there is a jagged crack filled 
with compacted plastic bottles, to symbolize how also a complex material such as plastic 
can turn from waste into a resource, preserving the environment and our seas. To make 
the visitors' experience immersive, there are videos with marine images running along the 
internal walls, while the sense of this exercise is confirmed and emphasized by the presence 
of columns made with the same recycled plastic as the objects that they support: elements 
from the Circle collection by Guzzini, here used as vases to contain Tillandsia plants.

INSTALLATION
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STROOP DESIGN con JEFFREY BEERS INTERNATIONAL

STROOP DESIGN 
Vince Stroop is a storyteller who uses photography and design as tools to tell about his global 
adventures, and he is constantly looking for how he can include various ways of thinking in his 
work to extend the boundaries of the world of design. In 2004, Stroop co-founded A2 Studios 
in California. Subsequently, he was partner of the renowned New York firm Stonehill Taylor and 
partners, and Executive Design Director of Jeffrey Beers International. In 2021 he established 
stroop, a design firm whose office is everywhere there is a good Internet connection. His design 
skills cover libraries, wineries, restaurants and bars, but also exhibitions, hotels and resorts, 
and every kind of residential project. He has participated in design panels and held conferences 
in industry events, in particular for Architectural Digest, The New York Times, Design Milk, 
Apartment Therapy and NPR. He lives in Brooklyn and Seattle, where he does everything possible 
so that his creative commitment produces quick results and immediate satisfaction. 

JEFFREY BEERS INTERNATIONAL
With its main office in New York but with a global vocation, Jeffrey Beers International is a firm 
specialized in architecture, design, hospitality (from hotels to resorts), up to restaurants and 
residential buildings. Executed by building upon 35 years of experience, the firm's projects balance 
discipline and spontaneity, and combine modernism with the warmth of artisan techniques. This creative 
dialogue defines the ethos of JBI, a place where art and architecture are one and the same thing.

COREPLA
With more than 2,500 member companies in the supply chain of plastic packaging, Corepla 
guarantees that packaging collected separately is sent for recycling and reuse in an efficient, 
effective and economical way. Corepla receives the plastic packaging collected separately by 
the municipalities, paying them according to the quantity and quality of the delivered material. It 
supports the municipalities in developing appropriate systems for separate collection, providing 
information tools to citizens to improve the quality of the collection, maximizing recycling. 
It ensures the material is correctly sent for recycling/salvage, taking care of its allocation to 
recycling companies. Lastly, it involves citizens, companies and institutions to prevent littering 
the environment with packaging waste.

GUZZINI 
Guzzini, an Italian creative factory, was established in 1912 and for over a hundred years it 
has been a leading company in the production of designer objects for the home in plastic 
material for everyday use. The best names of international design have decided to work with 
Guzzini for its extraordinary ability to combine practicality and aesthetics. Always committed 
to innovation, ethics and social responsibility, in 2019 the company launched the CIRCLE 
program to move from the “material-production-use-waste” chain to the “recovery-recycle-
production-reuse-recovery” circular system. Circle identifies environmentally sustainable 
products made with recycled plastic materials after consumption and with improved functional 
performance. Aesthetic and functional research, experimentation of ever new materials in clever 
combinations, and the courage to always be innovative, make this company based in the Marche 
region one of the symbols of Italian production worldwide.

VINCE STROOP
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MICHIELI FLORICOLTURA

Within the company, a multidisciplinary team follows the development of Tillandsia wall, 
an innovative proposal for vertical gardens, applicable on any type of surface, made with 
Tillandsia. With a training in plant biotechnology at the University of Padua and the Radbout 
Univeristeit Nijmegen in the Netherlands, Paolo Michieli, owner of the company, devoted 
himself mainly to Tillandsia, experimenting with new compositional languages. He works with 
Roberta Filippini, an architect with decades of experience in the field of landscape, who deals 
with the creative development of Tillandsia Wall, taking care of its multiple expressions.
The team works closely to respond to different contexts and satisfy the needs of each 
customer, proposing specific solutions thanks to a sustainable, modular and applicable 
product on any type of surface. The scenographic effect and low maintenance make it 
ideal for temporary installations or permanent solutions, indoors and out. Tillandsia Wall is 
in fact made with a rich selection of Tillandsia grown by him, able to create natural textures, 
in shades of green-silver and with unexpected color accents, in which to get lost in the 
discovery of geometries and volumes.
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Cortile d’Onore

Vertical Chalets
(8,62 x 5,76 x h 1,45 m)

project
PETER PICHLER 
ARCHITECTURE

produced by 
STAININGER GROUP / 
SIX SENSES 
KITZBÜHEL ALPS

with
Antonio La Colla

This installation offers a representation on a smaller scale of the Six Senses project, a 
new hospitality model that Peter Pichler Architecture designed at Pass Thurn, near 
Kitzbühel, Austria. The five chalets presented at Creative Connections have been built 
with 18mm fir panels, slotted and glued together, while the internal walls and floor are in 
fir plywood. Exactly like the originals built in Austria, the distinguishing feature of these 
chalets Is surrounding their structure by a second 'skin' of overlapped wood strips, 
conceived to filter the light inside the dwelling spaces and ensure privacy. During the 
day, the external envelope filters the sun creating a joyous effect of light and shadow, 
while at night these houses among the trees can shine like lanterns in a forest. This 
project, as is often the case with Pichler, draws inspiration from the local architectural 
vernacular reinterpreted in a contemporary way.

INSTALLATION  
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PETER PICHLER ARCHITECTURE

Peter Pichler Architecture is an award-winning architecture laboratory based in 
Milan. This is a young, dynamic team that is dedicated to experimentation, driven 
by an innovative and contemporary approach to architecture and convinced that 
absorbing tradition is the key for a radical evolution. The firm applies its in-depth 
knowledge of local culture and respect for the environment in all its projects. This 
belief is the foundation of all its activities and reflects a specific way of working: a 
vision and a team as the pillars of success.

Peter Pichler was born in Bolzano in 1982. He studied architecture at the University 
of Applied Arts in Vienna, where he earned a degree cum laude in Zaha Hadid's 
masterclass and at the University of California (UCLA). During his education, he 
worked with famed architecture studios, such as Zaha Hadid Architects in London, 
Delugan Meissl in Vienna, and OMA / Rem Koolhaas in Rotterdam. After graduating, 
he worked in Hamburg for Zaha Hadid Architects, dealing subsequently with other 
projects variously recognized in different countries. In 2015, he established Peter 
Pichler Architecture in Milan, together with his wife Silvana Ordinas. Peter believes 
architecture should have a strong bond with the history and culture of a specific 
place. He is interested in the analysis of vernacular architecture and in those 
materials and elements which, combined with technology, manage to express a 
contemporary interpretation of the past. He was appointed Young Talent of Italian 
architecture by the National Council of Architects in Italy, he was a finalist at the 
Premio Medaglia d'Oro dell'Architettura Italiana (Golden Medal Award of Italian 
Architecture) of Triennale di Milano and at the Dezeen Awards as emerging architect 
for the year. In 2021, the Chicago Athenaeum Museum of Architecture and Design 
and the European Centre for Architecture Art Design and Urban Studies selected 
Pichler among the best emerging young architects and designers in Europe within the 
Europe 40under40 Award.

Chalet model maker: Antonio La Colla
Platform and installation: I.R. Servizi
Sail: Maco Technology

STAININGER GROUP / SIX SENSES KITZBÜHEL ALPS  
Staininger Group is a family business active in the sector of luxury real estate for 
aware people. Their core business is in high-end residential projects with an element 
of hospitality. Six Senses Kitzbühel Alps – an eclectic community in the Austrian Alps, 
created based on the features specific to the Six Senses lifestyle brand – is the Group's 
flagship. The brand has adopted the ESG compliance elements, and its concepts 
are based on sustainable and healthy lifestyles in multicultural environments. 
Staininger Group believes in the aesthetics of wonder and in sensory experiences 
harmonized with nature, the local environment and its traditions.

ph. Giorgia Benazzo
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Cortile d’Onore

Pura
(6 x 5 x h 6 m)

project 
ALESSANDRO 
ZAMBELLI

produced by  
GUGLIELMI

lights
Ledvance

The installation Pura, located in the Cortile d'Onore (Main Courtyard), stems from a 
project by Alessandro Zambelli, and its structure celebrates water through the products 
of Guglielmi, a historic Italian brand in the field of taps and fittings. 
This work rises like a large Menhir, almost a starting point for a new visionary 
civilization, which connects the ground and the sky, stating the godlike value of water. 
A play on metaphors implemented by means of a large origami on the four sides 
of the structure describes the processes of changes in water: steam, condensation, 
accrual, filtration. The materials are intentionally noble and simple, both having water 
in common: wood represents the Earth on which everything is based and the mineral 
metal, a malleable material, generated by crystallization. The star of the installation 
is placed inside, the innovative Tuttuno multifunction mixer of the Pura collection 
which, by simply rotating or pressing the control, provides microfiltered water: 
natural, natural cold, sparkling cold and hot. The inside, lit by RGBW LED strips from 
the SMART+ Bluetooth range of Ledvance, presents a space of sharing, where the 
organoleptic qualities of water can be appreciated, filtered by means of the Pura 
technology and provided through its mixer taps.

INSTALLATION 
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ALESSANDRO ZAMBELLI

Alessandro Zambelli specialized in Industrial Design and Material Technique at the 
Cova Foundation of Milan, beginning his professional career in 2000. After a few 
years spent in Milan, he chose the countryside around Mantua as the place where 
to live and work: an area which is rich in history, hints and suggestions, which 
continuously feed his work. His approach is characterized by the constant search 
for interaction between humans, objects and the environment and by his passion 
for new technologies and materials. He explores various design environments: 
industrial inventions, manual experimentations, product design, industrial design 
and creative direction. He has received many acknowledgments, among which 
the European Consumers Choice 2011, NYIFF Award 2012, the ADI 2014 Innovation 
Award, the Interior Innovation Award 2015 and the 2015 Award of the Awards, set up 
by the Presidency of the Italian Republic. Zambelli has exhibited in Europe, United 
States, China, Korea and Japan. Various partnerships, among which: Agape, Bosa, 
Caimi Brevetti, Diamantini & Domeniconi, Disaronno, Genuit, .exnovo, Guglielmi, Jcp, 
Luceplan, LuisaViaRoma, Palazzoli Group, Rudi Rabitti, Seletti, Secondome, Solaris 
Biotech, Swarovski, Texturae, XL Extralight and Zava.

GUGLIELMI
A historic Italian company in the sector of taps and fitting based in Grignasco, 
Novara, Initially established in Valduggia, Vercelli in 1954, it develops and 
manufactures products for the bathroom, shower, kitchen and for outdoor 
spaces. Always attentive to technological evolution and environmental sustainability, 
Guglielmi makes designer products incorporating technologies to reduce water 
consumption, enabling energy and environmental savings in daily use. It has 
developed the Pura project, a water micro-filtering system for the kitchen and the 
Gzero project for the bathroom, that joins its existing systems for the reduction of 
water consumption, such as the progressive cartridge and the Click-Clack cartridge.

ph. Roberta Vagliani
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Cortile d’Onore

Survival
(10 x 6 x h 7 m)

project
STEFANO GIOVANNONI

produced by 
QEEBOO

lights 
Ledvance

The garden of the Cortile d'Onore (Main Courtyard) hosts the installation Survival, 
a project by Stefano Giovannoni, designer and owner of the Qeeboo brand. The idea 
comes from his wish to represent this unprecedented moment through the biblical 
story of saving humans and animals in an ark, here represented by a platform of 
10x6 meters where are gathered, by means of mechanical lifts of approximately 7 
meters, some forty animals – some life size – and outdoor lights from the Qeeboo 
collection, made strictly in white, in polyethylene in rotational molding and in 
fiberglass: Turtle Carry Lamp, Cervo and Giraffe in Love (in fiberglass), designed by 
Marcantonio; Kong and Rabbit Lamp designed by Stefano Giovannoni and the Fallen 
chandeliers designed by Studio Job. 
The scene is also enriched in its perimeter by Ledvance outdoor LED strips.

INSTALLATION  
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STEFANO GIOVANNONI

Having earned a degree in architecture in Florence, he now lives in Milan where he 
works as industrial designer, interior designer and architect. 
He has worked with companies such as Alessi, Amore Pacific, Cederroth, Deborah, 
Fiat, HannStar, Hansemm, Helit, Henkel, Honeywell, Kokuyo, Inda, Laufen, Lavazza, 
LG LX Hausys, Magis, UHA Mikakuto, Ntt Docomo, Oras, Oregon Scientific, PepsiCo, 
Pulsar, Samsung, Seiko, Siemens, SodaStream, 3M, Telecom, Toto, Veneta Cucine and 
others. As an industrial designer, he has designed hugely successful products that 
have broken all sales records in the world of design, such as the Girotondo (more 
than 10 million items sold) and Mami ranges, the famous and iconic items In plastic 
and the Bagno Alessi One for Alessi by Laufen and the Bombo family for Magis. 
Because of his ability to capture the tastes of the general public, he has been defined 
“Champion of super and popular of the years 2000” (Alberto Alessi), “Most bankable 
designer” (Eugenio Perazza), “King Midas of design” (Cristina Morozzi).

QEEBOO
Qeeboo is a new generation Italian brand producing design objects that was 
conceived and launched in 2016 by Stefano Giovannoni. Its products are emotional 
and narrative, deliberately non-bourgeois but suitable for everyone. Once they 
are created, they are entrusted to our interpretation to take on a new life. Qeeboo 
brilliantly revisits and reinterprets the icons of our imagination and gives them 
an unexpected originality, presenting a collection of smart, iconic and surprising 
products. These extraordinary pieces are created under the careful direction of 
Stefano Giovannoni in cooperation with a group of great international designers, 
integrating different styles and personalities in a playful-narrative approach. 
A magical mix of technologies, inventions and industrial techniques, to create a 
catalogue of emotional objects: so Mexico, Killer or Capitol can be used in a personal 
way as a seat, table, lamp or vase, a flowerpot or champagne cooler, allowing 
everyone to interpret and use them freely.
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Cortile d’Onore

teaser to  
Enlightening the future
(3 x 3 x h 1 m)

project 
MARCEL WANDERS 
studio

produced by 
AUDI

On the occasion of Audi City Lab 2021 Marcel Wanders studio defines a new 
meaning to the infinite possibilities of light by giving life to Enlightening the future, 
an immersive experience based on light that aims to tell how the introduction of 
avant-garde technologies will lead to the exploration of new horizons of mobility, to a 
change in people, in their way of moving and interacting with the surrounding world.
In the Cortile d'Onore of the University of Milan, a descriptive totem illustrates the 
sensory journey that can be visited in the Hub in via della Spiga 26. Through the 
various expressive and design forms in the field of light design of the German brand, 
visitors are invited to discovery of the new forms of conscious 360 ° mobility proposed 
by the house of the four rings and relaxation in the lounge set up with furniture 
produced or specially designed by the Dutch studio for Poliform.

INSTALLATION / TEASER
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Cortile d’Onore

teaser to   
Natural Capital
(three spheres  
ø 0,35 x h. 0,85 m
ø 1 x h. 1,70 m
ø 2,5 x h. 3,25 m)

project
CARLO RATTI 
ASSOCIATI

creative lead 
Italo Rota

scientific research  
Alessio Fini

produced by 
ENI

A preview of Natural Capital, the project that will animate the spaces of the Brera 
Botanical Garden. This project was developed by Eni and the international design 
studio CRA-Carlo Ratti Associati with the contribution of Italo Rota for the visitors 
of the Interni exhibition to be held at Ca' Granda. 
The teaser takes up the themes of the main project, namely the vital role of forests in 
combating climate change and Eni's commitment to supporting forest conservation 
projects.
In the Cortile d'Onore of the Università degli Studi, three reflecting spheres of 
varying diameters, placed at eye level, illustrate the ability of several plant species 
to capture and store carbon dioxide during their life cycle. The size of the spheres, 
from 30 centimeters to two and a half meters in diameter, allows you to view in a very 
immediate way the importance of plants and trees in the absorption of CO2 and the 
risks deriving from deforestation.

INSTALLATION / TEASER
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Sottoportico
Cortile d’Onore

High Intensity 
Design Training 
Fare allenamento 
con il proprio passato
(7,5 x 4,5 x h 3 m)

project
NABA - Claudio Larcher 
and Sara Ricciardi

produced by 
NABA, Nuova 
Accademia di Belle Arti

Acquiring an awareness of the past and of the creative processes. From these 
considerations is born the installation High Intensity Design Training –Fare allenamento con 
il proprio passato, which converses with the Cortile d’Onore of the University of Milan where 
it is hosted. In between the vaults and the columns there are three ‘other colonnades.’ The 
students of the academy’s three-year course in Design, supervised by Claudio Larcher, NABA 
Design Area Leader, and by Sara Ricciardi, professor at NABA, conceived an interactive 
installation. While the lines of the steel frameworks echo those of the vaults, the central part 
of the three structures, 3 meters tall and 2.5 meters wide, recalls the archetypal form of the 
column, divided into a capital, shaft, and base. However here the cylindrical volume, in PVC-
covered foam, becomes a soft interactive element, a tool for practice that encourages action, 
as if it were a punching bag to strike, avoid, embrace. In the background, scenarios of future 
constructions: the column is erased and ready for a rewriting. Restoring and reinterpreting 
the themes of awareness and care, one of the core principles of Interni Creative Connections, 
NABA’s students were involved in ‘training’ that invited them to carefully observe the past 
so that they would  be conscious of the responsibility of the imagination that is required to 
respect the complex system of relationships and connections in today’s world.

INSTALLATION
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NABA, Nuova Accademia di Belle Arti

NABA, the Italian Nuova Accademia di Belle Arti, is the first academy of its kind to 
have received, in 1981, the official acknowledgement of the Ministry of the University 
and Research (MUR). With two campuses, one in Milan and the other in Rome, NABA, 
Nuova Accademia di Belle Arti, offers first and second-level courses in the following 
fields: design, fashion design, graphic design and communication, multimedia 
arts, new technologies, set design and visual arts, awarding its graduates academic 
diplomas that are equivalent to university degrees. NABA was selected by QS World 
University Rankings by Subject as the best Italian Accademia di Belle Arti (Fine Arts 
Academy), and among the first 100 institutions in the field of Art&Design.

CLAUDIO LARCHER
After earning an Architecture degree from the University of Milan, he carried out 
research in Spain where he collaborated with several architecture firms. Upon 
returning to Italy, in 2002 Claudio Larcher founded the Modoloco Design company 
together with Flavio Mazzone. He has taught at the School of Design and Art at the 
Libera Universià di Bolzano, at Milan Polytechnic, the Polytechnic School of Design, 
and the Italian School of Design. He has also held courses at Elisava in Barcelona and 
at Jaume I University in Castellon. Since 2016 he has been the Design Area Leader 
for the three-year degree course in Design at NABA.

SARA RICCIARDI
A multifarious designer, together with her studio Sara Ricciardi designs products for 
companies, single editions for galleries, projects for interior design, installations, 
and performance. Born in Benevento, she studied in Milan, Istanbul, and New York, 
and in graduated from NABA in 2015. Her creative approach is characterized by a 
profound narrative exploration. Materials and working methods are determined 
each time with the assistance of the masters of Italian crafts. A professor at 
NABA, she also teaches  courses for various institutions on the subject of urban 
regeneration. 

Project assistant: Manal Abu Monassar
Three-year-degree Design students at NABA: Luca Arrostuto, Allegra Virginia 
Caneva, Giulia Colombo, Lorenzo Costantini, Elisa Frau, Gianni Iraci, Marilea 
Liantonio, Adelasia Maggi, Francesca Marciano, Erika Montanaro, Francesca Novaro, 
Beatrice Penati, Ivan Raimondi, Michele Rizzoli, Chiara Teneggi



44

UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DI MILANO • via Festa del Perdono 7 • 4-19 September 2021

Co-producers

Stimulating human interaction because architecture is always about people. This is 
the idea behind the interactive, multisensorial installation designed by noa* network of 
architecture. Transsensorial Gateway creates a sort of light and sound landscape to 
welcome visitors to the Università degli Studi of Milan. Two crowns of luminous stems, 
sinuous and symmetrical, on either side of the entrance, open up playing on rising heights 
that from 2.5 meters can reach 4 meters, visually quoting and amplifying the sequence of 
the 17th century portico. The result is a sculptural yet dynamic work that combines light, 
sound and movement in a direct dialogue with people and space. The 34 triangular-
section stems, made of stainless steel coated with a special mirroring material, to which 
LED strips are applied, react to the presence of visitors, and interpret how people relate 
to each other. Through a 'transsensorial' mechanism, a musical conceived by Ebner Film + 
Music and luminous score is thus created that is not only connected to mass and volume 
- and therefore to the number of visitors - but also records their physical and emotional 
collisions. A chromatic and symphonic choreography is created by means of sensors of the 
latest generation, which adjust light intensity, modulation and color as well as the sound from 
miniature loudspeakers according to interactions. 

INSTALLATION
Sottoportico
Cortile d’Onore

Transsensorial Gateway
(7 x 7 x h 2,5-4 m)

project
NOA* Network of 
Architecture

produced by  
EWO

sound design
Ebner Film + Music

with 
Nieder, MirrorInox



45

UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DI MILANO • via Festa del Perdono 7 • 4-19 September 2021

Co-producers

NOA* Network of Architecture

The noa* network of architecture, a young team of architects and designers led 
by the two founders, Lukas Rungger and Stefan Rier, is characterized by projects 
with essential lines, the expression of a conceptual work ethic. Based in Bolzano, 
and since 2019 also in Berlin, it celebrates 10 years of activity this year. Since 2015 
Andreas Profanter has been a partner in the South Tyrolean studio where he started 
working in 2013.
The studio examines and explores interdisciplinary design methods that constantly 
develop and change according to project requirements. The working group is formed 
and changes according to needs, in order to face transversal design challenges and 
find new solutions. The noa* studio is conceived as a platform for architects, interior 
designers, graphic designers, stylists as well as musicians and historians who can 
make a dynamic use of specialized and skilled resources in different fields.
The analysis of the genius loci, the relationship with the surrounding landscape, the 
choice of materials - purely natural - and the reduction of the architectural structure 
to the essential are the hallmarks of noa*'s projects. Numerous projects have been 
carried out in the hospitality and residential sectors, as well as in retail, in addition 
to temporary installations and special exhibitions. The most recent projects include 
the Floris Green Suites of the Parc Hotel Florian in Siusi allo Sciliar, the Gfell hotel in 
Fiè allo Sciliar, South Tyrol, and the Altstadthotel Weisses Kreuz in Innsbruck, Austria; 
all of them were carried out in 2021. Among the international awards received, the 
most recent is the Honorable Mention in Architectural Design at the Design Educates 
Awards 2021 for Ötzi Peak 3251m, a viewing platform on the Val Senales glacier.

ewo
ewo, a family company based in South Tyrol, develops advanced lighting systems 
for public spaces. The element at the base of the modular technology that enables 
the company to stand out is a state-of-the-art LED unit, which makes it possible to 
design energy-saving sustainable solutions without any limit of size. In addition, the 
exclusive ewoLightTile flat lens further improves the quality of light: the individual 
LED points on the emitting surface are not visible, thus making the light output 
homogeneous, for a more pleasant visual effect. Thanks to its distinguished know-
how, innovative technologies and creative ideas, which are the result of an open and 
stimulating dialogue with the worlds of art, design and architecture, ewo has become 
a benchmark in the industry. Even in 'extreme' environments or in the presence of 
specific technical requirements, ewo offers customized solutions for light control and 
distribution, which are fundamental design elements for public

Ph. Alex Filz

Lukas 
Rungger

Stefan 
Rier

Andreas Profanter
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Sottoportico
Cortile d’Onore

LAD Project 
(10 x h 1,8 m)

project
EMILIO RANDAZZO

produced by 
LAD ONLUS

with
Comin & Partners
Industria01 
Luxurypress 
Croce & Win

The beauty of places for children suffering from cancer becomes an essential part 
of the cure. This is the  message – immediate, ‘cinematographic,’ and with a strong 
emotional impact – of the LAD Project installation: an enthralling multimedia tale that 
unfolds  like a film, made up of four screens that project alternating videos with three 
images mounted on forex panels placed on simple tripods just like the ones used by 
photographers. An installation that is as minimal as it is emotional. Like a large roll of 
film, photo still after photo still, 10 meters in length, it illustrates the various aspects of 
‘architecture as treatment’: art, psychology and design joined together in one ‘big hug’ 
to support the young patients. Conceived by Emilio Randazzo, LAD Project is a format 
promoted by LAD Onlus, which through design competitions has activated creative 
connections involving most of the social fabric in order to guarantee Cure&Care, that is, 
the holistic assistance to the child who is facing cancer as well as to their family. The 
support that is offered is based on the great healing power of art, which allows for the 
reactivation of the healthy parts of the child by stimulating creativity, thus improving 
their quality of life.

INSTALLATION
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EMILIO RANDAZZO

Born in Catania in 1961, he earned a degree in Architecture from the University of 
Palermo with an experimental thesis – among the first to be entirely developed by 
computer with the use of virtual reality – on the installation of the archeological 
museum of Adrano (Catania) inside the eleventh-century Norman Castle. Since 1992 
Emilio Randazzo, in addition to creating private houses, has worked on numerous 
restoration projects and the realization of private homes, and he has also overseen 
many projects for the restoration and consolidation of monumental buildings in 
Catania, including Palazzo Musmeci, the eighteenth-century Palazzo Biscari and Palazzo 
Asmundo di Gisira, as well as the Byzantine church of Salvatore alla Civita (known as 
Cappella Bonajuto). Added to these in the province of Catania are Palazzo Musmeci in 
Acireale and the Castello di Serravalle in Mineo, for which he also conceived several 
exhibition designs. Emilio Randazzo was also the architect and director of works for 
the refurbishment of the Italian Embassy in Brazil, a listed building with renovation 
restrictions imposed by the Brazilian government, and an original work by Pierluigi 
Nervi. In 2010 he conceived LAD Project, a format promoted by LAD Onlus Cure&Care 
in Oncologia Pediatrica which includes competitions for the design and involvement of 
foundations and companies building treatment places for children with cancer. 

Credits: Marco Schillaci director, Salvatore Cultrera graphic designer

LAD ONLUS
In 2011 LAD Onlus, along with the Fondazione dell’Ordine degli Architetti di Catania, 
promoted the first LAD Project addressed to making the department of Pediatric 
Hematology and Oncology at Catania Policlino ‘child-friendly.’
In 2014, together with ANCE-Associazione Nazionale Costruttori Edili Catania and 
with the partnership of Interni, UIA (International Union of Architects) and CNAPPC 
(Consiglio Nazionale Architetti, Pianificatori, Paesaggisti e Conservatori), the international 
competition LAD Project for WonderLAD was held for the realization in Catania of 
WonderLAD, a house-cum-workshop 2,000 square meters in size. The winner of the 
competition was Frontini Terrana Architects. The purpose of the competition was to 
reinterpret the experience of the Onlus CasaOz in Turin, where children who are severely 
ill are stimulated thanks to an art therapy program. LADoro.
Opened in 2019, the “house of wonders,” of which Emilio Randazzo was the director and 
head of works, welcomes young patients and their families to beautiful places, where 
they are given psychological support and have available dedicated spaces and a place to 
stay while undergoing treatment. The building with low environmental impact, featuring 
energy class A++++ as well as being an NZEB - Near Zero Energy Building, was made using 
natural materials like cork, based on the principles of bioarchitecture, thus guaranteeing 
a healthy environment for the children living there.

PARTNER 
Interni, Regione Siciliana - Assessorato della Salute, Canducci Group - Pesaro, 
Ordine degli Architetti P.P.C. della Provincia di Catania, Tecnosugheri, 
Industria 01, Visualazer, 4All Event, Nac Sound
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Sottoportico 
Cortile d’Onore

Il Design. Un viaggio 
tra Italia e Spagna -
2nd edition

curated by
AMBASCIATA 
D'ITALIA A MADRID 
and INTERNI Magazine

with the collaboration  
COAM, di_mad, 
ADI-FAD

exhibition design 
Davide Valoppi - 
Noarc Studio

prototypes:
Alessi, Baleri Italia, 
cc-tapis, Disegno Mobile, 
Emu, Martinelli Luce, 
True Design

The 2nd "Design. A journey between Italy and Spain" is a competition organized by 
the Italian Embassy in Madrid intended for students from design schools and under 
35-year-old designers focusing on the theme "The Identity Object", i.e. those objects that 
give quality to environments based on values such as memory and the genius loci, without 
forgetting the transformations that living spaces are going through today. In February 2020, 
in this competition – organized in cooperation with Interni, COAM (Madrid Chamber 
of Architects), di_mad (Madrid Designers Association) and ADI-FAD (Association for 
Industrial Design of Barcelona) - seven winning projects were selected by a jury composed 
by Simone Turchetta, at the time first counselor at the Italian Embassy in Madrid, Gilda 
Bojardi, editor-in-chief of Interni, Mariano Martín for di_mad, Salvi Plaja for ADI-FAD, Belén 
Hermida for COAM, Luciano Galimberti, Chairman of ADI, and Francesco Zurlo, Chairman 
of Poli.design and professor at the Politecnico of Milan. Afterwards, these projects were 
proposed to Italian companies that prototyped them. The projects, already presented 
in Madrid at the Italian Cultural Institute in June in view of the Italian Design Day, are 
exhibited at Creative Connections with the installation The Cages, by Davide Valoppi of 
Noarc studio: three maxi cages in red lacquered wood welcome the new Spanish design.

INSTALLATION
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DAVIDE VALOPPI - NOARC STUDIO

(Rome 1971). In 1990 Davide Valoppi attended the Faculty of Architecture at the University 
La Sapienza of Rome without graduating. In 1991, while still studying, he began to 
investigate several fields in architectural production and design, driven by his lively 
curiosity and passion. In those years he developed the craft quality of wood and iron, 
learning to perceive the materials and to understand their processing methods. He 
also cooperated with studios, building companies and big carpentries, for which he 
took care of several projects. In 2003 he started working with Michele Arcarese and 
together they founded AV Studio, which a short time later became 2AV Studio after 
meeting Massimo Adario. In 2007 he founded Noarc Studio, of which he is the owner 
and the creative director.

Credits: Marco Di Pasqua e Valentina Mancini architetti

AMBASCIATA D’ITALIA A MADRID
Based in one of the most emblematic buildings of the Spanish capital, the Embassy 
represents Italian interests in Spain and promotes the development of cooperation and 
friendship relationships between the two countries. ITmakES, a project that aims to 
enhance young talents living in Spain by offering them opportunities for contact with 
the best Italian production and cultural realities, stems from the desire to strengthen 
cooperation between Italy and Spain in some of the most lively areas of bilateral 
relationship. The project "Design. A journey between Italy and Spain" was carried out in 
this framework. 

COAM
Set up in 1929, the Colegio Oficial de Arquitectos de Madrid (Madrid Chamber of 
Architects) is the corporation governed by public law that represents and protects 
the professional interests of architects from Madrid and safeguards the cultural and 
environmental values of architecture to the benefit of society.

di_mad 
The Asociación Disenadores de Madrid (Madrid Designers Association) is a non-
profit organization set up in 2004, which develops its activities within the Community 
of Madrid with both a national and international vocation. The Association was 
established with the clear intent to become a strategic instrument of reference for the 
promotion and dissemination of design culture and its professionals.

ADI-FAD
This is the Industrial Design Association of the city of Barcelona. Specializing in product 
design, it is the reference point for the Catalan community of professionals, students 
and companies working in this discipline. It also acts to protect and guarantee the 
quality of good design.
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IL DESIGN. UN VIAGGIO TRA ITALIA E SPAGNA - 2nd EDITION

WINNING PROJECTS

PROFESSIONAL CATEGORY

TRANSHUMANCIA wool carpet with ideal mappings 
project by IRENE INFANTES 
carried out by CC-TAPIS

CC-TAPIS
Founded by Nelcya and Fabrizio Cantoni in France over 18 years ago, cc-tapis is an 
Italian company that produces contemporary carpets hand-knotted in Nepal by 
expert Tibetan artisans. Since 2011, it has become Italian and Milan is now home to 
the brand's main showroom and the design team led by Daniele Lora, art director and 
partner. This brand stands out for the innovation provided by Its brand-new approach 
to the traditional techniques and methods of handmade carpet production. A 
great respect for the materials and the culture of this ancient craft is reflected in the 
company's eco-friendly approach to each stage of production, from hand-spinning 
the softest Himalayan wool to using purified rainwater to wash end products, thus 
making cc-tapis carpets unique.  

STUDENTS CATEGORY 

ANYWAY coffee tables - stool ideal for multifunctional spaces  
project by IED MADRID
students BLANCA GALÁN MERINO and PABLO SINAN AKGÜL GARCIMARTÍN 
carried out by TRUE DESIGN

TRUE DESIGN
This brand of Made-In-Italy furniture for workspaces in home, office and 
hospitality environments was founded in 2009 by Alessandro and Lorenzo Maniero, 
with Tma's history of excellence behind them. Tma is a company specialized in 
turnkey supplies for theaters and auditoriums. Under the direction of architect Aldo 
Parisotto since 2014, the brand produces furnishings to fully configure workstations, 
relax and sharing areas, lounges and public commercial or hospitality spaces, 
characterized by high aesthetic and functional quality, care for details and a selection 
of materials, colors and finishes. The project has been included in the company's 
product catalog.
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IL DESIGN. UN VIAGGIO TRA ITALIA E SPAGNA - 2nd EDITION

ENTRE REDES, armchair made by recycling the fishing nets produced by the women of 
a small Galician village, based on the philosophy of circular economy
project by SCUOLA ELISAVA BARCELLONA
students  AMALIA PUGA CIVIDANES
carried out by EMU

EMU 
70 years … a long journey of innovation, quality, sustainability and international 
vocation. Emu, a pioneer in technical know-how for metal processing and 
protection, produces outdoor furniture for both home and the contract industry. 
With a revolutionary drive and intuition, Emu was among the first companies to 
establish a series of collaborations with the most renowned Italian and international 
designers, thus introducing design to the outdoor sector. Deeply rooted in the 
production philosophy of "100% Made in Italy" and always consistent with the 
culture of its territory, the company is now present in the international market 
with a distribution network that covers over 85 countries. The continuous exchange 
of experiences and ideas and a global sales network, combined with inclusive and 
sustainable ethical choices, have developed an international mindset that is focused on 
conceiving not only products, but complete furnishing solutions. 

GYA stand/multifunctional display, also suitable for contract spaces
project by SCUOLA TECNICA SUPERIORE DELL'UNIVERSITÀ POLITECNICA 
DI MADRID
student DIEGO FINGER
carried out by BALERI ITALIA

BALERI ITALIA
Founded by Enrico Baleri and Marilisa Decimo in 1984, this company produces 
furniture and furnishings that combine aesthetic research, functionality and ideas 
full of humor in line with its DNA, proposing a meaningful design going beyond 
fashion. Alongside contemporary collections created by designers such as Claesson 
Koivisto Rune, Omri Revesz, Radice Orlandini design studio, Baldessari e Baldessari up 
to Studio Irvine, Jeff Miller, Maurizio Galante + Tal Lancman and Arik Levy, prestigious 
names from the international design and architecture scene - such as Philippe Starck, 
Denis Santachiara, Philippe Starck, Luigi Baroli, Alessandro Mendini and Angelo 
Mangiarotti - are part of the company's important heritage.
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IL DESIGN. UN VIAGGIO TRA ITALIA E SPAGNA - 2nd EDITION

KAMA Collection of jewelry/sex toys in silicone and Murano glass
project IED BARCELLONA
student PAULA CHACÁRTEGUI
carried out by ALESSI

ALESSI
Founded in Omegna in 1921 by Giovanni Alessi, Alessi has developed a design 
excellence policy that has made it a protagonist of the phenomenon of Italian 
Design Factories at an international level. In its history it has produced thousands of 
objects, many of which have become design icons, and has cooperated with over three 
hundred world-famous designers. Alessi has been able to combine industrial needs 
with its soul of "research laboratory in the field of applied arts". Since 10th June 
2020 it has become a "Benefit Company", a legal qualification for the companies that, 
in addition to profit, include the pursuit of one or more purposes of common benefit in 
their articles of incorporation, in a responsible, sustainable and transparent way.

 
 
MARANA WOODEN KNIFE Handcrafted walnut wood knife inspired by the Batán,
a stone tool from Peru. 
project IED MADRID
student DANIELA GRISEL BEIZAGA LAURA
carried out by DISEGNO MOBILE

DISEGNO MOBILE
Disegno Mobile is a Made in Italy, handmade and eco-friendly design brand. Its 
name already bears the main features of its style and personality: Disegno (design) - 
conveying linearity and essentiality, and Mobile (furniture/mobile) - referring to the 
craft tradition of Italian furniture makers and, at the same time, meaning ductile 
and customizable. 
Set up at the end of 2018, Disegno Mobile stemmed from the meeting of designer 
Gabriella Rossi with Edoardo Bosio and Alessandro Tamborini, investing partners of 
the company Pelty srl. In 2019 the first collection for the living area was launched. It 
was characterized by a typically Nordic taste for comfort and natural materials, made 
of oak wood from reforestation exclusively coated with natural fibers.
In 2020 the second collection for the night area was born, followed by new trendy 
lines: the warmth of wood is combined with plastic colors that give the product a 
connotation of uniqueness.
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NÄHE Lamp with variable light intensity in two units that can also be used individually
project IED BARCELLONA
student CARLA JöRGENS VIDAL
carried out by MARTINELLI LUCE

MARTINELLI LUCE
For over 70 years Martinelli Luce has offered a wide and varied collection of lamps 
to meet the most demanding market requirements. Its lamps are well-known all 
around the world and are present in the most important international museums: 
some are true icons of Italian design as well as having won numerous awards, including 
the Compasso d'Oro. Cobra, Pipistrello, Profiterolle, Elica, Mamba, Colibrì, Cyborg and 
Elastica, just to name a few. The company combines continuous experimentation with 
technological innovation to create timeless lamps inspired by the world of nature 
and geometry.
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Sharing the same intrigue in the unknown and the mysteries of the universe, Nanda 
Vigo and the Ctrlzak duo (Katia Meneghini and Thanos Zakopoulos) together conceived 
the installation Saeturn so that they could stage their respective imaginary visions. 
Now Saeturn becomes a sort of tribute to the interdisciplinary, experimental, and 
futuristic personality of the designer and artist who died in 2020. Two large glass cases 
4x3 m in size and 1.9 m in height, placed adjacent to each other along the Loggiato Ovest 
(Western Arcade) of the University of Milan, host two exhibitions of lights, objects, and 
artistic creations by the eclectic JCP Universe brand, representing two fragments of a 
single tale. The installation – whose title refers to the prolific figure of Sun Ra, a composer 
who is famous for his ‘cosmic philosophy,’ and who claims he is a direct descendant 
of Saturn – creates a dialogue between the ‘geological’ pieces by Ctrlzak that, set in 
volcanic soil, englobe magmatic rocks, metamorphic stones, and samples of lava, and 
Nanda Vigo’s futuristic ‘segments of light’: linear constructs in chromed metal that emit 
a blue and white led light. Arranged on transparent glass structures that in turn give off a 
vivid blue light, they take on an otherworldly connotation: apparently suspended in
mid-air, they seem ready to take flight into space.

EXHIBITION
Loggiato Ovest

Saeturn. 
Tribute to Nanda Vigo
(2 cases, 4 x 3 x h 1,90 m)

project 
NANDA VIGO
and CTRLZAK

produced by 
JCP UNIVERSE
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NANDA VIGO and CTRLZAK

NANDA VIGO
Milanese architect, designer, and artist, Nanda Vigo was a leading personality
in the design and art world from the late 1950s until her death in May 2020, at the 
age of 83. She never stopped exploring the relationship between light and space, 
experimenting with an interdisciplinary approach between art, architecture, design, 
and the environment. Always ahead of her time – from the days of her partnership 
with the leading names of the Milanese creative scene, Lucio Fontana, Gio Ponti, Piero 
Manzoni, and Enrico Castellani, to her embrace of the avant-garde movement Zero 
– Nanda Vigo brought to the world of architecture a research mentality that was 
unprecedented, where time, space, and light were combined in order to turn living into 
an artistic experience. Her lively career was distinguished by her personal research 
into light, transparency, and immateriality.

CTRLZAK 
Founded in 2008 by the artists and designers Katia Meneghini and Thanos 
Zakopoulos, Ctrlzak is a hybrid studio that brings together various disciplines and 
forms of expression. Between art and design, Ctrlzak’s creations are based on in-depth 
research that begins from the history and culture of human beings and includes the 
natural world. With an interdisciplinary approach, Ctrlzak deals with the artistic 
direction of several brands, including JCP Universe; it produces artworks and design 
objects (for cc-tapis, Bitossi Home, Seletti, and Wall&decò, among others); it designs 
spaces; but above all it aims to offer food for thought where form follows meaning. By 
way of a semiotic approach to the creative process, the studio puts forward projects 
that go beyond common aesthetic values: working at a deeper cognitive level, they 
invite people to be more aware of their actions with respect to the world they live in.

JCP UNIVERSE
An eclectic and experimental brand by Jumbo Group, featuring a unconventional 
approach, JCP Universe combines art and design to create furnishings, interior design 
objects, lighting devices, objects and accessories with archetypical shapes: symbolic 
artefacts, at times far-fetched and futuristic, that allow for the transformation of 
the day-to-day. Their creations – ‘objects of wonder’ that invite one to discover an 
alternative imaginary reality – are focused on cultural, natural, and material substance, 
mixing different perspectives in an unprecedented language that transcends stylistic 
categories and fashions.

ph. Cartacarbone

ph. Giovanni Gastel
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The five sculptures exhibited in the West Porch are part of the Fondazione Bisazza's collection 
Mobili per Uomo (furniture for men), designed by Alessandro Mendini starting in 1997 and 
completed in 2008. This is intended as a tribute to the well-known Milanese architect and 
designer. All of them are oversize (about 2.40 meters high) and embellished with hand-cut and 
hand-laid yellow gold mosaic tiles. They rest on parallelepiped containers in rough galvanized 
sheet metal. The collection combines the creative flair of the architect (who was Bisazza's art 
director from 1994 to 1999) with the great versatility and artistic value of mosaic. On display 
there are four works: Shoe, Jacket, Glove and Head, belonging to the first series designed in 
1997 and the result of the designer's reflection that the pieces would symbolically represent 
what cannot be lacking in an essential men's wardrobe; and Hat (2004). Mendini described 
them as follows: "Their characteristic is that of being magnified things. They are not normal but 
multiplied in size. They are macro-objects. They are objects out of scale, that split a middle-class 
man into parts, a giant character turned into a collage. Deconstruction and reconstruction of 
contemporary Man as a monument to the norm. A sequence of fragments of his body, assumed 
as fetishes, clothes and objects, evocating sensations and distant rooms". To give prominence and 
the right lighting to the sculptures, the new tracklight spot spotlights by Ledvance were chosen.

EXHIBITION
Loggiato Ovest

Tribute to 
Alessandro Mendini - 
Mobili Per Uomo
(13 x 3 x h 2,5 m)

project 
ALESSANDRO MENDINI

produced by  
FONDAZIONE BISAZZA

lights 
Ledvance
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ALESSANDRO MENDINI

Alessandro Mendini (Milan, 1931-2019), Italian architect, designer, painter, 
journalist, critic and theorist of architecture and design, protagonist of many 
cultural events in Italy in the 1970s, founded and joined movements and research 
groups such as Alchimia (in 1979). Founder and editor in chief of a few design 
magazines (Modo), he ran the magazines Casabella and Domus. His theoretical and 
written work as well as his design have developed at the crossroads of art, design 
and architecture. He has been working with international brands such as Alessi, 
Philips, Cartier, Bisazza, Swatch, Venini and Hermès. His numerous awards include 
the Compasso d'Oro for design in 1979 and 1981, the recognition of the Architectural 
League of New York, and an honorary degree from the Politecnico of Milan and the 
École Normale Supérieure de Cachan in France. Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres 
in France, professor of design at the Hochschule für Angewandte Kunst in Vienna 
and honorary professor at the Academic Council of Guangzhou Academy of Fine 
Arts in China, his works can be found in several museums and private collections. 
In 1989 he opened Atelier Mendini in Milan together with his brother Francesco, 
designing the Alessi factories in Omegna and the Olympic-size swimming pool in 
Trieste, restoring Villa Comunale in Naples and an industrial area in Bovisa, Milan, 
and redeveloping the seafront promenade in Catanzaro, a tower in Hiroshima, the 
Groningen Museum in Holland, a district in Lugano, the Madsack office building in 
Hanover and a commercial building in Lörrach, Germany, the Ceramics Museum in 
Icheon, Korea, the new headquarters of the Triennale of Milan and the Trade Fair 
Headquarters in Incheon, Korea. Atelier Mendini was awarded the Gold Medal for 
Italian Architecture in 2003 at the Triennale of Milan for the Naples Subway project 
and the Villegiature Awards 2006 in Paris for the Byblos Art Hotel in Verona, as Best 
Hotel Architecture and Interior Design in Europe. 

FONDAZIONE BISAZZA
Fondazione Bisazza - a private non-profit organization open to the public - 
originated from the attention and sensitivity to the culture of design and 
architecture that has always animated Bisazza. The Foundation is situated in 
Montecchio Maggiore (VI) and covers an area of 7,500 square meters, formerly 
devoted to company production, which was redeveloped by architect Carlo Dal 
Bianco. Its rich permanent collection consists of installations by designers such as 
Tord Boontje, Aldo Cibic, Jaime Hayon, Alessandro Mendini, Fabio Novembre, Mimmo 
Paladino, Ettore Sottsass, Studio Job, Patricia Urquiola and Marcel Wanders. An area 
of over 1,000 square meters is dedicated to touring exhibitions and installations 
produced by the Foundation in cooperation with or coming from foreign 
institutions. Since 2015, the new exhibition area called Fotografia di Architettura 
(architecture photography) has been hosting works by authoritative photographers 
such as Gabriele Basilico, Roland Fischer, Candida Höfer, Hiroshi Sugimoto as well as 
the permanent installation Love-Dream, Love-Nothing by Nobuyoshi Araki.
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Plan Bee, signed by Novembre Studio, consists of 22 PerDormire beds finished in 
regenerated fabric. The choice of the color yellow alludes to the world of bees. A total 
of 20 meters in length, it breathes life into a full-fledged architecture in which the 
alternating of the elements creates voids and fulls reminiscent of honeycomb cells 
and celebrating the importance of bees for the planet. An approach to biodiversity not 
only in form, but also through a selection of the materials used, all of which are eco-
sustainable. “A new way of experiencing one’s home, because of the way the pandemic 
has conditioned our way of living there, now sees the bed as the heart of domestic 
evolution,” says Paolo Luchi, Sales and Marketing Director of PerDormire. “Creatively 
and originally offering the idea of a honeycomb formed by our beds seems to be the 
most natural representation of Bedding Culture by PerDormire. The bed as the symbol 
of a new domesticity, protection, sustainability, and aggregation. Not to mention the 
fact that problems of an environmental type, which will have an incredible impact in the 
future, lie at the very heart of the company’s reflections.” For this installation Ledvance 
has chosen a line specifically designed for accent lighting: the new tracklight spotlights.

Loggiato Ovest

Plan Bee
(17 x 2,05  x h 3,22 m)

project
FABIO NOVEMBRE 
STUDIO

produced by 
PERDORMIRE

lights
Ledvance

INSTALLATION
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FABIO NOVEMBRE

Born in Lecce in 1966, Fabio Novembre earned a degree in Architecture at Milan 
Polytechnic in 1992. The following year he moved to New York where he attended 
a directing course at New York University. He opened his own company in 1994, 
soon becoming an international point of reference for architecture thanks to the 
powerful expressiveness and iconic nature of his signature style. Over the years he 
has collaborated with some of the major Italian design companies, and thanks to  
its visionary approach his work has been acknowledged and published around the 
world. Since 2019 Fabio Novembre has been Art Director at Driade and member of 
the scientific committed of the Design Museum for the “Triennale di Milano”.

PERDORMIRE
The brand of the Materassificio Montalese, a historical Tuscan company specialized 
in the artisanal production and distribution of mattresses and beds 100% made in 
Italy. PerDormire was founded in 2000. Today it is the company’s number one retail 
project, making up 45% of the financial turnover with close to 130 stores around the 
country. Its success has led Antonio Caso, the owner of the brand, to invest in the 
contract and in hospitality. In fact, in 2015 PerDormire Hotel was founded, dedicated 
to the supply of high-quality bed systems for the hotel sector. In 2017 Una Fiaba 
PerDormire was unveiled, designed by Fabio Novembre, the first collection of beds 
in the project Design Democratico Italiano aimed at guaranteeing functionality and 
design at accessible prices. In wellness and quality lies the very foundation of the 
company’s philosophy, as demonstrated by the use of materials made from soy, 
fabrics made out of recycled plastic bottles, and vacuum-packaging technology 
aimed to reduce emissions caused by storage and transportation. The plant (over 
20,000 square meters for the production area alone) is the expression of eco-
sustainability, featuring a system of solar panels that guarantee green energy, at 
present covering about 40% of the total demand.

ph. Settimio Benedusi
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“After the long, sad and grey time of the pandemic, we need to start again and live with 
a new energy, in the name of lightness, imagination, and colour. And what can give all 
this to us better than design?” This intention is the foundation of this installation that 
decorates three arches of the East Loggia: a big abstract painting made up of three 
square canvasses, in turn consisting of smaller paintings, everything on specific self-
standing metal supports. While this is not a light installation, the designers have selected 
more reactive colours, which are more visible in the sunlight and under artificial lighting: 
white, gold, red, with the addition of black to give depth. The writing “Design is the World 
of Fantasy” and the cartoon of a dog stand in the middle of the hand painted squares, 
triangles and rectangles. This pop depiction intends to pay homage to design, considered 
as a fundamental part of the current mass culture, while at the same time suggesting 
an approach that recovers a healthy and naive optimism to face the challenge of the 
future. With this vision, design might contribute to some social projects: at the end of 
the exhibition, the individual pieces that make up the painting will be auctioned and the 
amount raised will be donated to the Associazione per il Policlinico onlus to support their 
activities. More design for everybody’s good and health!

Loggiato Est

Design is the World 
of Fantasy
(3 pannelli  3 x h 3 m)

project 
CASTAGNARAVELLI

Produced by 
ASSOCIAZIONE 
PER IL POLICLINICO 
ONLUS

in collaboration with
IMPURO - OFFICINA 
DEL DESIGN

INSTALLATION
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CASTAGNARAVELLI

CastagnaRavelli deals with scene lighting, urban installations and shows. Paolo 
Castagna is a theatre director, for ten years assistant to Luca Ronconi; Gianni 
Ravelli is architect, set designer and professor at the Design School of Politecnico 
di Milano. The firm has carried out projects in Milan, Rome, Spoleto, Turin, 
Verona, Beirut, Grenoble, London, Los Angeles, New York, and Tokyo, working 
with customers such as Bloomberg, Mario Buccellati, Brioni, Fay, Gianfranco Ferré, 
Fontana Arte, McArthurGlen, the Ministry of Cultural Assets, Mondadori, the 
Municipalities of Milan and Rome, PAC-Padiglione d’Arte Contemporanea di Milano, 
Philips Lighting, and Piccolo Teatro di Milano. 
Among their most important projects: the lighting of the new Galleria Sabauda 
in Turin, the external lighting of Piccolo Teatro Strehler, Milan, the layout of the 
multimedia museum dedicated to Federico II in Jesi, and the urban video installation 
Luci futuriste (Futurist Lights) on Futurism in Palazzo Reale, Milan, included in the 
2010 ADI Design Index selection. Currently the firm is working at the following 
projects: lighting of the Teatro Studio Melato and the Chiostro Nina Vinchi at 
Piccolo Teatro Grassi in Milan; a multimedia museum in Melfi and a large multimedia 
installation for the first Sustainable Design Festival, that will be held in Lake Iseo in 
October 2022.
For a few years now, the firm has been dealing with the analysis of the relationship 
between artificial lighting and mental and physical health, of which inLUCE, the 
urban installation carried out in Milan on the occasion of the Design Week 2019, 
was a first experiment.

ASSOCIAZIONE PER IL POLICLINICO ONLUS
Established from the idea of a group of individuals having a connection with 
Ospedale Maggiore Policlinico di Milano, a scientific state Healthcare Institution, 
at the same time when the first state IRCCS Foundation was established with 
the merger of the Mangiagalli and Regina Elena hospitals, the association aims at 
developing humanizing programmes for hospitality and hospital care by directly 
improving the structures and hospitality of hospitals and care facilities, and by 
supporting projects that foster the best care alliance between the treating team, 
the patient and the family. By organizing public events, this charity intends to 
lead the population towards healthier lifestyles, presenting assistance, education 
and research activities.

IMPURO - OFFICINA DEL DESIGN
A metal carpentry, established in 1961 and now in its third generation, which 
focuses on constant research activity between the design product and the artistic 
element. Its creations are marked by a conceptual style of rigorously handmade, 
highly crafted products, for a “welded” design.

GIANNI RAVELLI
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Portico Richini 
and Portico San Nazaro

Brasil - Design 
in Motion
(32,9 x 2,5 x h 3,8 m)

curator 
JOSÉ ROBERTO
MOREIRA DO VALLE

produced by  
APEX-BRASIL

in cooperation with  
Abimóvel

The exhibition "Brazil - Design in Motion", organized by Apex-Brasil in cooperation 
with Abimóvel, aims to depict Brazilian design in its various forms, regions and 
characteristics, highlighting the concepts of creativity, sustainability, innovation 
and diversity that distinguish the current industrial production of furniture in this 
South American country. Curated by interior designer José Roberto Moreira do Valle, 
the exhibition presents a selection of furniture and furnishings made by about 
50 companies. The pieces are organized by type and set up on a dynamic wooden 
structure that covers 300 square meters along the Portico Richini of the Università 
degli Studi of Milan. This installation includes the Abimóvel Lounge: a 170 square 
meter space, also designed by Moreira do Valle studio, furnished with the creations 
of Brazilian designers and furniture design brands that offer a further representation 
of local know-how, between industry and craftsmanship, sustainability and cultural 
diversity.

EXHIBITION
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Ph. Mattia Campo

JOSÉ ROBERTO MOREIRA DO VALLE

Born in Pernambuco in 1968, Josè Roberto Moreira do Valle is an interior designer. 
He founded the Moreira do Valle Decorations and Events studio in San Paulo. His 
work aims to combine good taste, refinement and creativity. He carries out studies 
and research work in the field of residential and commercial decoration. His 
interior design works include casa petra, a 6,300 square meter space for events, the 
D.O.M. Restaurant designed for chef Alex Atala and the Boate Set nightclub that 
optimizes the possibilities provided by a space of just 200 square meters. Moreira do 
Valle also designed the Guardian Glass Brasil showroom and the KitchenAid store, as 
well as  several pop-up stores for international brands such as Veuve Clicquot, Moet 
Chandon LVMH group and Johnnie Walker. His studio is also active in the field of 
events, offering consulting services from conception to staging and catering. In 2010 
he created Brazil S/A, an event for the promotion of brazilian design that takes place 
in Milan during FuoriSalone.

APEX-BRASIL 
The Brazilian Agency for Trade and Investment Promotion (Apex-Brasil) works to 
promote Brazilian products and services abroad and to attract foreign investment 
to strategic sectors of the Brazilian economy. The promotion activity is developed 
through a variety of initiatives, such as commercial and exploratory missions, 
strengthening contacts, supporting the participation of Brazilian companies in the 
main business trade fairs, organizing visits of foreign buyers and opinion leaders aimed 
at introducing the Brazilian production structure. Apex-Brasil supports more than 
10,000 companies from 82 different sectors, which in turn export to 200 markets. 
In addition to its headquarters in Brasilia, the Agency has eight commercial offices 
in important global markets that enable it to support Brazilian companies in their 
internationalization process, to identify business opportunities and to strengthen 
Brazilian participation in the main global markets, while also acting as a reference for 
attracting foreign investment. The commercial offices are based in Miami and San 
Francisco, USA; Bogota, Colombia; Beijing and Shanghai, China; Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates; Brussels, Belgium; and Moscow, Russia.

ABIMÓVEL
The Brazilian Furniture Industry Association has been working for over 30 years to 
protect, develop and strengthen the interests of the sector.
This trade association promotes a series of activities in favor of the local furniture 
industry, benefiting more than 19 thousand companies that create 270.3 thousand 
direct and indirect jobs, with an estimated production of 437.5 million pieces, exports 
totaling more than 640 million USD and investments for an amount of 241.4 million 
USD in 2019. These figures show the importance of the furniture industry in Brazil, 
and ABIMÓVEL is committed to developing an increasingly strong and competitive 
business environment in the domestic and foreign markets.
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Augmented Architecture consists of an element as simple as it is figuratively effective: 
a large polymer-covered 'mask' that is a reproduction of the top of the North Portal six 
times larger exclusively along the horizontal axis. By increasing the size of the existing 
portal, this 'explosion' of the figure highlights the details of the decorative moldings 
and sculptures through their significant deformation. This installation interprets the 
specific characteristics of a place and a company, looking for a temporary intersection 
between their two important histories and current situations. Mapei products do 
not have a form of their own, but they act either as a trait-d'union between existing 
structures or as revisitations through protective, chromatic or insulating interventions. 
Through digital scanning and cutting-edge production technologies, an element of 
Milan's history thus becomes a contemporary form, capable of communicating Mapei's 
commitment to the creation and conservation of the human and natural environment, 
increasingly enhancing the concepts of durability, recovery and environmental 
sustainability.

INSTALLATION
Portale Nord

Augmented Architecture
(3,5 x 2,5 x h 5 m)

project 
CINO ZUCCHI 
ARCHITETTI 
with CHIARA ZUCCHI

produced by 
MAPEI
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CINO ZUCCHI ARCHITETTI with CHIARA ZUCCHI

CINO ZUCCHI 
Born in Milan in 1955, Cino Zucchi graduated in architecture from MIT in Boston and 
from the Politecnico in Milan, where he is now a full professor. He has been holding 
lectures and seminars in universities worldwide and he has been Visiting Professor at 
Harvard University's GSD and in many European universities. He is the author of articles 
and books on architectural and urban theory. He participated several times at the 
Triennale of Milan and the Venice Architecture Biennale, where he curated and set 
up the Italian Pavilion Innesti/Grafting in 2014 and the exhibition/installation Meraviglie 
Quotidiane/Everyday Wonders in 2018. He was a member of the scientific committee of 
MAXXI in Rome and Chairman of the Jury of the European Union Prize for Contemporary 
Architecture / Mies Award 2015. Together with studio CZA, he designed and carried 
out many projects: among the best known are the urban regeneration of the former 
Junghans in Venice and the former Alfa Romeo-Portello Nord, the master plan for Keski 
Pasila in Helsinki, the Automobile Museum (Mauto) and the Nuvola Lavazza in Turin, the 
headquarters of Salewa in Bolzano and many residential projects in Italy and Europe.

CHIARA ZUCCHI
Born in 1992, Chiara Zucchi, designer and multimedia artist, lives and works in Milan. 
In 2018 she graduated in Interaction Design and Multimedia Arts in London (UAL), 
where she made her first public installations at the Science Museum and Tate Modern. 
She is an active member of several collectives promoting the dissemination of avant-
garde art and culture. Back in Milan in 2019, she entered the world of communication 
and event design with Studio H+, where she designed and developed concepts working 
on awareness campaigns, festivals, private events and territorial projects. She worked 
with Stella Orsini to design the rooftop, the Music Innovation Hub recording studios and 
BASE activities during Fuorisalone 2019. She also conceived and carried out a series 
of installations whose subject is the awareness of environmental and social issues: 
Unmesediplastica, AnimAzione, Penumbra, Sentimash, Dis-Ambiguity and others.

Credits: Cino Zucchi Architetti (Cino Zucchi, Stefano Goffi with Francesco Biccheri, Emad 
Lajevardi) and Chiara Zucchi.

MAPEI
Founded in 1937, today Mapei is one of the world's leading suppliers of chemical products 
for the building industry and it contributed to the construction of the most important 
architectural and infrastructural works globally, from large infrastructures to iconic 
buildings. With 90 subsidiaries in 57 countries and 83 production plants in 36 countries, 
the Group employs approximately 10,600 people worldwide and recorded a consolidated 
turnover of €2.8 billion in 2020. Mapei develops, manufactures and distributes products 
and solutions for the building industry in all fields, from the installation of ceramics to 
resilient materials, from admixtures for concrete to thermal and acoustic insulation systems, 
from solutions for structural reinforcement to those for rehabilitation, up to products for 
niche markets such as grinding admixtures for cement factories, systems for tunnels and 
underground works, solutions for the shipbuilding industry. 
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The info point/press room consists of a first environment - the reception area - which is 
characterized by colored organic shelving and portals, chairs and tables in GRG fiberglass-
reinforced gypsum by TMK Project. The 3D printed furniture by Wolf Group includes 
the geometric base of the table reminiscent of a map of the city of Milan and chairs 
made from recycled PET bottles. A series of large-sized ceramic slabs by Ceramica 
Fondovalle reproduce the colors of the Italian flag, while the circular tops of the tables 
with 3D woven patterns create the illusion of artistic ceramics. The interior finishes, such 
as Forbo's carpet and Muraspec's wall covering, are also decorated with a 3D woven 
pattern, an example of the creative connection of a design idea made from various 
materials and using different production technologies. The design of the glass top of 
the Coral Beach table for Fiam Italia, on the other hand, is characterized by a wavy, liquid 
parametric surface that seems to move depending on lighting and the point of observation. 
In the second room, the A11 lounge chairs (a clear reference to the historic moon mission), 
designed for Hushoffice, make it possible to bathe in a private space to relax and escape 
from the daily chaos. The meeting table, with its organically shaped glass top with white 
frame and GRG legs, and the Moon chairs by Tonon give the room a lunar vibe.

PRESS ROOM  
Cortile d’Onore

Creative Connections 
Press Office

project 
MAC STOPA and 
MASSIVE DESIGN

produced by
TMK PROJEKT, 
Wolf Group, Forbo
Hushoffice, Muraspec

with 
Ceramica Fondovalle, 
Fiam Italia, Tonon

screens
Sony
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MAC STOPA and MASSIVE DESIGN

Founder of Massive Design, an international studio based in Warsaw, Mac Stopa 
is an architect and designer whose work spans several disciplines: architecture, 
interior design, art, graphics, fashion. His customers include Google, Samsung, 
AstraZeneca, Unilever, Pernod Ricard, Bacardi-Martini, PwC, EY. 
Among his architectural projects, there are Gazebo, an organically designed 
building, and Art Walk, the award-winning outdoor art gallery. Stopa also designed 
products for many brands including Cappellini, Fiam Italia, Mohawk Group, Milliken, 
Tonon and Nowy Styl Group. Since 2013, he has received over 100 international 
awards, which include among others IF Design Award, several Red Dot Design 
Awards, Good Design Awards, Iconic Awards: Interior Innovation, German Design 
Awards, and Interior Design Best of Year and HiP Awards, such as the Product 
Designer HiP Award 2018. In the same year, he was awarded The Medal of Honor 
for Merit for Inventiveness by the Prime Minister of Poland. In 2019, the Coral 
Beach table designed for Fiam Italia won the Interior Design Best of Year Award in 
the category of residential dining tables. In 2021, the interiors of the lobbies of the 
office tower and shopping mall The Warsaw HUB, designed by Massive Design, were 
awarded an Interior Design Award in Chicago by The Council on Tall Buildings and 
Urban Habitat (CITBUH).  

TMK PROJEKT
TMK Project was founded in 2009 by a team specializing in the production 
and installation of fibrous plasters and GFRG (Glass Fiber Reinforced Gypsum). 
Continuous research and product development made TMK a pioneer and industry 
leader in GFRG technology in Poland. The company's flagship products include: 
fibrous plaster, whose main application is in the interior decoration of buildings; 
GRG, a modern type of reinforced gypsum cast with fiberglass mat and wooden or 
metal panels - this technology enables the creation of tailor-made structures, offering 
an alternative to plasterboard; and decorative profiles for façades in polystyrene 
coated with adhesive mortar and reinforced with fiberglass mesh, used for styling 
new buildings or renovating the existing ones. The company has a team of specialized 
craftsmen with years of experience in the sector and cooperates with leading design 
consultants and architects.
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Cortile d’Onore

Righe e fiamme 
da outdoor
(2 lounge 
9 x 1,9 x h 1 m)

produced by 
MISSONIHOME

lights
Davide Groppi

MissoniHome interprets this exhibition event with its most distinguishing style, 
always aiming at art and color, design and technique. The installation project for 
the outdoor areas of the Cortile d'Onore includes two different choreographies that 
play on the contrast between soft and rigid outdoor fabrics and upholstery. Two 
different moods share the concept of modularity of the elements that make up the 
large relax seats of Nap Outdoor and the concept of the Virgola Soft chaise longue, an 
iconic and unique piece with a strong décor identity. 
The rigid, linear, rigorous, but very comfortable design provided by the size and 
modularity of Nap Outdoor is highlighted by the choice of the waterproof Andalusia 
striped upholstery and cushions covered with Atacama Outdoor flame fabric, in 
contrast to the soft design of Virgola Soft, a chaise longue that is easy to use both 
indoors and outdoors, covered with Atacama Outdoor fabric and associated with the 
Cubo Soft pouf with Andalusia striped fabric. Lastly, a valuable mosaic covers the 
sculptural vase in the colors of Missoni's Andalusia fabric. It is handmade especially 
for the exhibition by the historic Orsoni Venezia 1888 kiln. 
The two lounges will be lit using minimal Sampei lamps by Davide Groppi.

OUTDOOR LOUNGES

modular sofa Nap Outdoor 
with Andalusia fabric

chaise longue Virgola Soft 
covered with Atacama slub fabric
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MISSONIHOME

The MissoniHome collection was launched in 1983 and immediately stood out for its 
extraordinary textile suggestions. Under the art direction of Rosita Missoni (since 
1997), the line was enriched with decorative energy and new elements and reinforced 
the lifestyle characteristics of the brand by opening up to indoor and outdoor 
furniture. The iconic, joyful and ever-changing furniture formulas create choreographic 
and compelling stories in every environment, in large and small spaces. 
Missoni is an Italian fashion excellence founded in 1953 by Ottavio and Rosita Missoni. 
In 2018, a partnership with Fondo Strategico Italiano was signed to enhance the brand 
awareness and increase the significant potential of the company.
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Cortile d’Onore

Outdoor lounges
(9 x 2 x h 2,10 m)

project 
RAFFAELLO GALIOTTO

produced by
NARDI

lights
Davide Groppi

After the experience of being confined at home due to the health emergency, living 
outdoors is now a dimension in which we feel safer. We therefore live more in outdoor 
spaces that are transformed to adapt to our new everyday life. 
The installation project proposed by the Vicenza-based company presents a space 
that is open but circumscribed and therefore considered more protected: two small 
'archipelagos' of furniture, each organized into three 'islands' of Doga Relax seats, 
the new fiberglass resin armchair designed by Raffaello Galiotto. Marked along its 
perimeter by the recycled plastic modular system Sipario, the space of each island 
is delimited by quadrangular platforms in wooden slats linked together, whose laying 
follows the orientation and design of the slats of the seats. The color of the flooring is 
uniform and changes from one island to another, deriving from the sum of the natural 
colors that characterize the furniture of each lounge. The installation is lit by two 
minimal Sampei lamps by Davide Groppi.

OUTDOOR LOUNGES
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RAFFAELLO GALIOTTO 

After studying at the Academy of Fine Arts in Venice, Raffaello Galiotto directed 
his interests towards the world of projects and in 1993 he founded his own design 
studio. Interested in materials and technology, he developed a special knowledge of 
production processes, characterizing his projects with experimentations and new 
solutions, working with both artificial materials such as plastic and natural ones 
such as marble. He has been cooperating with many companies, creating numerous 
products, collections, as well as experimental exhibitions, more specifically in the 
stone sector, and introducing innovations using digital technology. He is the art 
director of Nardi, a company for which he has created many projects for the outdoor 
sector. Since 2014 he has been the event curator of The Italian Stone Theatre, 
an experimental hall of Marmomac Verona. He participates in conferences and 
gives lectures all over the world on stone design. He is professor of Design at the 
University of Ferrara.

NARDI
Founded in 1990, this Vicenza-based company is specialized in designing and 
manufacturing resin designer outdoor furniture for both the residential and 
hospitality sectors. Each product is designed for people's well-being and relaxation 
and is completely Made in Italy and environmental-friendly. 
The top-quality resin processed with cutting-edge technology and low energy impact 
is proposed in association with aluminum, synthetic fabric, upholstery and glass. 
Nardi's furniture stands out for its original design. It is attentive to ergonomics, 
weather-resistant, durable and recyclable, and has received several international 
design awards and accolades over the years. 
In 2019, the company launched the Regeneration industrial program to manufacture 
outdoor furniture from recycled plastic.  
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ORTO BOTANICO DI BRERA - Natural Capital
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EX SERRA

 Via F.lli G
ABBA, 10

PRESS 

ROOM

 via FIORI OSCURI, 4

CRA - Carlo Ratti Associati

EX SERRA

 Via F.lli G
ABBA, 10

PRESS 

ROOM

 via FIORI OSCURI, 4

CRA - Carlo Ratti Associati

Orto Botanico di Brera
Natural Capital
INSTALLATION
Carlo Ratti Associati / Eni
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ORTO BOTANICO DELL'UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DI MILANO 

The Brera Botanical Garden is a charming oasis of greenery nestled between the buildings 
downtown Milan and adjacent to the southern façade of the Brera Palace. It provides 
evidence of the work undertaken by the Universiità degli Studi  of Milan to safeguard 
and enhance its historical, scientific and cultural heritage. 
This Garden has a long history: since the 14th century it was a place of meditation 
and cultivation for the friars of the Congregation of the Humiliated Friars and then, 
from the 16th century on, for the Jesuits. In 1774-1775 it was established as the Brera 
Botanical Garden, in the context of the renovation and foundation of public educational 
and study institutions commissioned by Empress Maria Theresa of Austria, who turned 
Palazzo Brera into a lively cultural center in Milan in late 18th century, a reference 
point for art, literature and science. It was for a long time the seat of higher education in 
pharmacy and medicine, focusing on the cultivation of medicinal species, and it is still 
today the seat of university training and educational activities for schoolchildren. Today, 
the Garden still shows the historical layout which was commissioned by its founder and 
first director Fulgenzio Vitman. Three sectors are separated by two elliptical basins. The 
first two are characterized by a dense succession of flowerbeds that contain collections of 
medicinal, dyeing, food species and plants for other purposes from specific microclimates... 
In the flowerbeds, the plants are arranged according to a systematic criterion, that is, they 
are collected according to the family or the order they belong to, favoring the richest species 
of the Italian flora (Asteraceae, Apiaceae, Lamiaceae...); there are also rare plants or plants 
to be preserved to promote the culture and dissemination of the protection of biodiversity 
and, more specifically, of native Lombard plants. The third sector is the arboretum, where 
two majestic Ginkgo biloba trees, two and a half centuries old, stand out as the symbol of 
the garden. In the flowerbeds of the Garden, the physicians and pharmacists who were 
Vitman's students received their experimental training in plant observation, study and 
recognition which, together with theoretical training, met the requirements of Enlightenment 
culture. During the Napoleonic era, with the increasing introduction of ornamental and 
exotic species, the Garden was mainly characterized by its decorative purposes, later 
returning to its original educational purposes. Since then, the Garden has undergone ups 
and downs until 1935, when it was annexed to the Istituto Superiore di Agricoltura (Higher 
Institute of Agriculture) that, under the Ministry of Education, made it the responsibility 
of the Università degli Studi of Milan, which still manages it today. At the end of the 
1990s, a major conservative restoration project made it possible to restore the ancient 18th-
century design of the first two sectors and returned the Garden to public use. In 2018, the 
redevelopment of the arboretum completed the restoration work.

Today the Brera Botanical Garden reveals to visitors its character as a historic garden, where 
the past and current scientific activities are harmoniously intertwined. It was officially 
recognized as a museum in 2005, first as the Brera Astronomical Museum of the Brera 
Botanical Garden and, since 2018, as the Brera Botanical Garden Museum.
 
Today, the Brera Botanical Garden is a lively place that offers the general public various 
types of events (guided tours, workshops, book presentations, meetings, science cafés, 
shows, botanical watercolor courses, events for children and families) and a rich program of 
educational courses for schools of all levels.
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THE REDEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

Starting in 2013, the Università degli Studi of Milan, with the support of INTERNI 
and other public and private partners (Rotary Club Milano Brera, Amici di Brera, the 
Lombardy Region), has been launching a series of actions for the restoration of the 
Brera Botanical Garden - Università degli Studi of Milan: 

1. Creation of paths for visually impaired people (by the Botanical Garden with the 
Rotary Club Milano Brera), available since 11th June 2013.

2. New entrance from via Fratelli Gabba (by Amici di Brera based on a project by 
architect Ruggero Moncada), carried out in cooperation with INTERNI and inaugurated 
on 16th September 2013.  

3. Restoration of the Teaching Room inside the Botanical Garden (by INTERNI), 
designed by Luca Scacchetti, completed at the end of October 2013, with contributions 
from institutions and companies.

4. Creation of the first lighting system (by INTERNI), designed by Piero Castiglioni,  
made by iGuzzini Illuminazione and inaugurated during the FuoriSalone, in April 2015.

5. Requalification of the arboretum with an open-air educational area, in 2018-2019, 
project "Università degli Studi di Milano/Atelier De Molfetta Strode" (by Università 
degli Studi of Milan, Brera Botanical Garden, with the cooperation of BeOpen/INTERNI, 
lighting with the contribution of Eni gas e luce, educational area with the contribution 
of the Lombardy Region, Rotary Club Milano Brera and AERA).

6. Construction of the new reception area for the public with info-point and shop, in 
2019-2021, project "Università degli Studi di Milano/Studio Arch. Vercelloni"
(by Università degli Studi of Milan, with the contribution of the Lombardy Region).

Orto Botanico aerial view Astronomical Observatory
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Orto Botanico di Brera

Natural Capital

project 
CARLO RATTI ASSOCIATI

creative lead 
Italo Rota

scientific research 
Alessio Fini

produced by 
ENI

Natural Capital is one of the largest three-dimensional data visualizations projects. 
It experiments with the use of infographics as a design category. The installation 
designed by CRA-Carlo Ratti Associati with the contribution of Italo Rota stretches 
over 500 square meters, and aims to valorize the role of plants and trees in capturing 
and storing CO2. CRA’s commitment, which it shares with ENI, continues in the quest 
for new models for a more sustainable future: at the center of their reflection, 
the theme of the safeguarding and conservation of forests, the backbone of the 
decarbonization strategy that will lead Eni toward the goal of zero emissions in 2050. 
A series of bubbles float in the frame of the Botanical Garden of Brera. Each of them 
is of a different diameter – from a few centimeters to a few meters – representing the 
capacity to absorb and store the CO2 (annual and during the entire life-cycle) of some 
of the many species present, based on ecosystemic estimates carried out by Professor 
Alessio Fini. At the entrance to the route taken by visitors is a dark colored sphere 
on the ground symbolizing the impact produced by the primary functions of each 
individual. The result is a visual and immediate comparison that allows visitors to 
understand the symbiotic circle existing between humans and nature.

INSTALLATION
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Ph. Sara Magni

CRA-Carlo Ratti Associati is an international design and innovation studio with offices 
in Turin and New York City. Closely connected to the research that was conducted 
by its founder Carlo Ratti while at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), 
the studio is currently involved in many projects around the world that embrace 
works of all scales, from interior design to urban planning. The company’s most 
recent projects include: the Italian Pavilion at 2020 Expo Dubai, CapitaSpring Tower 
in Singapore, MEET Digital Arts Center in Milan, "Eyes of the City" exhibition at the 
Shenzhen Biennale of Urbanism/Architecture, and the redesign of the Fondazione 
Agnelli in Turin. Recent projects also include the award-winning Circular Garden at 
2019 Milan Design Week, produced by Eni in collaboration with Interni: one kilometer 
of mycelium mushrooms were used as recyclable building material to form catenary 
arches separated by vegetation. That same year, CRA and ENI also presented Feel 
the Peel, the prototype of an orange squeezer machine that produces bioplastic from 
orange peels and uses it to 3D print disposable cups. In March 2020, CRA launched 
CURA (Connected Units for Respiratory Aliments), an open-source global initiative to 
convert shipping containers into plug-in intensive care units for Covid-19 patients. This 
past year, the studio has worked on launching Makr Shakr, a startup the makes the 
first robotic bartending system in the world, and Scribit, a robot that can draw, cancel, 
and redraw content.

CRA team: 
Carlo Ratti, Antonio Atripaldi (Partner in charge), Luca Giacolini, Chiara Borghi, 
Matteo Zerbi, Nicola Scaramuzza, Serena Giardina, Aurora Maggio, Irem Ceri, 
Saverio Panata, Alessandro Tassinari, Oliver Kazimir

Creative Lead: 
Italo Rota

Rendering by CRA graphic team: 
Gary di Silvio, Pasquale Milieri, Gianluca Zimbardi

Scientific research: 
Alessio Fini, School of Agriculture and the Environment at the University of Milan..

CARLO RATTI ASSOCIATI

ORTO BOTANICO DI BRERA • via Fiori Oscuri 4, via F.lli Gabba 10 • 4-12 September 2021
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AUDI CITY LAB - VIA DELLA SPIGA 26 - Enlightening the future



79

Co-producer

Audi City Lab - via della Spiga 26
Enlightening the future
INSTALLATION
Marcel Wanders studio / Audi
lounge by Poliform

AUDI CITY LAB • via della Spiga 26 • 5-27 September 2021
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VIA DELLA SPIGA 26

Via della Spiga is a pedestrian street downtown Milan connecting Corso Venezia and Via 
Manzoni. It is one of the sides of the Fashion Quadrilateral district, situated in one of the 
most luxurious areas of the city, internationally recognized as one of the most attractive 
centers for shopping and high fashion. 
Adjacent to Via Senato, where the Naviglio Interno - built in 1450 between Via Senato 
and Via della Spiga to increase mercantile activity - used to flow, this slightly sinuous 
street is a stretch of the Caminadella (or Terraggio) that ran inside the medieval 
walls. 520 meters long and 6 meters wide, it is located inside the city walls, and it is 
characterized by an ancient irregular paving (cobblestone) that makes it different 
from other neighboring streets.

Scenario of the Milanese Romanticism and reference point of the Scapigliatura movement, 
in the 19th century Contrada della Spiga was inhabited by small merchants and 
artisans, as evidenced by the history of its stores and workshops. During the Second World 
War many buildings were completely destroyed and since the 1950s many galleries and 
art studios have opened in the street.  These are not only exhibition places but also points 
of reference for cultural education in a variety of sectors. The transformations that led this 
street to become a famous fashion showcase began in the 1960s, slowly and quietly, and 
they have continued with an ever-increasing pace throughout the 1970s and 1980s. 

This year Audi City Lab is situated in Via della Spiga 26, where a redevelopment project 
by the Milan-based Scandurra Studio Architettura reconverts the existing building 
into an exclusive location with commercial and executive spaces under the banner of 
contamination between fashion, business, design, culture and food.
The building, created in the 1950s on the ruins of the prestigious Palazzo Pertusati 
Gropallo, designed in the 18th century by Simone Cantoni (Muggio, Switzerland, 1739 
- Gorgonzola, 1818) in a characteristic neoclassical style, is now subjected to a renovation 
involving the whole area of 12,000 square meters, of which 3,000 will be devoted to retail 
and 180 to an internal green courtyard. 
This building was bought by Hines from a real estate fund managed by Savills Investment 
Management SGR SpA. The project intends to reorganize the building from a 
planivolumetric point of view through extraordinary maintenance and building 
renovation and a revisitation of previous uses, while strengthening the trade area on 
the lower floors of the building as well as the tertiary function that is to take the place of the 
current residential destination on upper floors.
The new commercial identity of the complex has been defined and designed with a 
strong focus on sustainability. It is, in fact, LEED Gold Core&Shell certified - the LEED 
certification specifically designed for commercial rental properties - and LEED Gold 
certified, thanks to the measures put in place to qualify as a "sustainable site". 
With the Spiga 26 project, Hines is also promoting the creation of a "district of creativity", 
a hybrid place between public and private space devoted to cultural initiatives for the street 
and Milan on the themes of smart ideas, innovation, sustainability, culture and mutual 
inspiration and influence between different areas and frameworks.
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The Spiga 26 complex from the second entrance in via Senato 19
7 floors above ground plus 2 underground

Space dedicated to retail
3,000 square meters organized 
on 3 levels

The Green Court An internal courtyard of 
180 mq connects the spaces

The main entrance on via della Spiga 
18 large and bright windows on the 
ground for 65 meters in length
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Audi City Lab - 
Via della Spiga 26

Enlightening the future

project
MARCEL WANDERS 
studio

produced by
AUDI

lounge
Poliform

In an unfinished space in via della Spiga 26, transformed for the occasion by Marcel 
Wanders studio, Audi offers an immersive experience based on light as a means of 
connecting to and narrating its innovation projects. The installation focuses on the 
presentation of two new cars from the car manufacturer with the four-ring logo - Audi 
RS e-tron GT and Audi A6 e-tron concept - and is inspired by the various forms of 
expression and design with which the German brand develops the theme of lighting. 
Through different lighting scenarios, visitors are guided along an experiential path 
that begins with a 'sensorial' tunnel, where the walls, covered with a soft fabric, emit 
a diffused light that stimulates touching and interaction with the space. The corridor 
leads to the display room of the two new models, where the light 'explodes' in a dynamic 
play of reflections and refractions, taking on the architectural function of an immaterial 
wall that protects the cars, as a glass case would do with works of art in a museum, but 
which visitors are invited to walk through. At the end of the path, there is a lounge for 
visitors to relax in, fitted out with furnishings produced or specially designed by Marcel 
Wanders studio for Poliform to create a warm, muffled atmosphere contrasting with the 
roughness of the raw concrete spaces.

INSTALLATION 
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MARCEL WANDERS studio

Marcel Wanders studio is a leading product and interior design studio based 
in Amsterdam. Its mission is "to create an environment full of love, living with 
passion and shaping the most exciting dreams". In 31 years of practice, the studio’s 
design and communication experts have completed more than 1,900 projects 
worldwide for private customers and premium brands such as Alessi, Baccarat, 
Bisazza, Christofle, Kosé Corporation/Decorté, Flos, KLM, Hyatt Hotels Corporation, 
LH&E Group, Louis Vuitton, Miramar Group, Morgans Hotel Group, Puma. 
Founded by Marcel Wanders, the studio, with a team of 40 professionals, under the 
guidance and creative direction of Marcel Wanders and Gabriele Chiave, aims to 
bring the human component to design with the idea of inaugurating a 'new era' 
of design based on the creative union of designers, craftsmen and consumers. With 
this vision, oriented towards a more romantic and humanistic way of thinking design, 
respectful of the past and attentive to cultural diversities, the studio is shaping its 
work for the design industry. 
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RADIO MONTE CARLO
INTERNI CREATIVE CONNECTIONS official radio

It is the Italian Radio of the Principality of Monaco, internationally recognized forits 
unmistakable sound and refined musical selection 

His music has always been style manifesto and its pay off - "Musica di Gran Classe" - 
underlines the ability to combining the most elegant pop of yesterday and today with 
the most refined and exclusive sounds

It is aimed at a predominantly adult, high-profile, cultured audience with one keen 
interest in the world of lifestyle such as design, cinema, art, fashion, travel and sport. 
Many editorial appointments dedicated to these issues with voices by Kay Rush, 
Rosaria Renna, Max Venegoni, Maurizio DiMaggio and many important conductors. 

In addition to music, which obviously plays a dominant role in the publishing offer, the 
radio also lives in the area with prestigious partnerships such as that of the Blue Note 
in Milan with the live shows of Nick the Nightfly, the most important jazz festivals 
throughout Italy, cinema and sporting events.

ph. Luca Adamo
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TGCOM24.IT

Gruppo Mediaset. it operates on Internet, television, radio, smartphones and tablets..

On desktops and mobile devices it can be reached at the address www.tgcom24.
mediaset.it and with the app Tgcom24 for iOS and Android. 
It is the most often read news site in Italy on mobile devices, as certified by the 
Digital News Report of the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism, the most 
important and authoritative media report in the international arena.

The All News channel (broadcast on channel 51 of digital terrestrial, on 509 
for satellite and on-site streaming) reaches 2 million contacts every 24 hours. The 
programming focuses on hard news and in-depth coverage of the main stories of the 
day, on national and international levels.

The breaking news bulletins of Tgcom24 are broadcast on Canale 5, Italia 1 
and Rete 4, and by 6 radio networks, including Radio Mediaset (Radio Monte Carlo, 
Radio 105, R101, Virgin Radio and Radio Subasio). 

Between web, mobile, TV and radio, the Tgcom24 system reaches a potential range of 
over 10 million persons per day.

Tgcom24 is on Facebook at www.facebook.com/tgcom24/, Twitter at @
MediasetTgcom24, Instagram at @tgcom24,  and Linkedin linkedin.com/company/
tgcom24. On YouTube is youtube.com/tgcom24

Weather info is part of the system, with video forecasts and the dedicated 
www.meteo.it and app. (In the picture the director Paolo Liguori).
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INTERNI THANKS

The companies that have contributed to the exhibition

in Università degli Studi di Milano 

Caricami, Danese, Doma Food & Party Design, Ferrarelle, 
Guzzini, illy, Kartell, Oppo, PerDormire, Sony.

in Orto Botanico di Brera 

Caricami, Danese, illy, Oppo, Sony, True Design.




